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“Education in Christ? building of Trinity Church, Wisconsin Dells, Wis. The s 
replica of Stand Rock, famous Dells landmark, carries the steel-in-stone inscripticg 
the base, “Christ, the Rock of Ages.” p 
Building committee members (1.—t.): Edward Brown, Walter Schleef, Warren Schultz, Thee! 
Gericke (chairman), Henry Greiner, and Pastor Fred H. Weber. (See page 7) 
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Nurses in Deaconess Training at Valparaiso University for service in overseas missic 
Lutheran college health centers, and welfare institutions. 
First row (1.—r.): Edith Casson, Clinton, Mass.; Ruth Jacobsen, Avenel, N.J.; Maris Mumm 


York, Pa. Second row: Rachel Kriefall, Tonasket, Wash.; Ruth Stuckert, Baltimore, Md.; J 
Julius, Freeport, Ill. ; 
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Nevada's Governor Charles H. Russell presents to the new First Good Shepherd — 


theran Scho ; Vegas ) hi : j : 
School, Las Vegas, Nev., a U.S. flag which once flew over the nation’s capt 


L.—t.: Rev. Martin A. Paul, pastor of the church; Mrs. Martin Green, school board member; Keitl 


Rockwood, principal; Randy Green (to right of c i P 
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mericans are moving to the coastal 
tes, where our church is “not well 
ablished,” Dr. Richard E. Sommer- 
d reported to Synod’s Missionary 
uncil in St. Louis Jan. 7. 

In just three years, he noted, the per- 
tage of Synod’s membership living 
12 midwestern states has dropped 
m 75 to 65, “a trend which is likely 
continue.” 

Population increases in California, 
egon, Washington, Texas, Florida, 
d other coastal states, he said, “thrust 
on” their respective Districts “the 
ponsibility for opening the largest 
mber of missions.” 

Dr. Sommerfeld, who had been re- 
ested to summarize the work of all 
Odical mission boards and to pro- 
t their needs into the future, said 
t in coming years Synod will need to 
sidize more generously Districts in 
south and the west. 


In 1957, 13% of Synod’s Home Mis- 
n budget was allocated to California, 
cording to Rev. William H. Hillmer, 
‘ecutive Secretary of the Board. In 
> same year the National Lutheran 
yuncil spent 25% of its Home Mission 
dget in that state. 

Citing the need for experienced pas- 
-s to serve new missions, Dr. Sommer- 
d’s report also stressed the impor- 
ice of staffing District mission boards 
» do an adequate job of finding the 
w mission fields, having them can- 
ssed, and viewing them in the light of 
sir relative importance.” 

The inner-city church, Secretary 
liImer added, “should become the re- 
ynsibility of all our churches in any 
tropolitan area. In many cases it is 
xrand-new mission field and ought to 
ve a staff of two or three pastors be- 
ise the needs of the inner city are so 
ich more complex.” 


Availability of Church Extension 
ids will have a direct bearing on 

establishment of new missions, 
. Sommerfeld emphasized. “The day 
ast when we can open a new church 
any kind of building. In most areas 
hapel must be erected immediately.” 
Money and manpower are the prob- 
1 confronting the church in foreign 
sions, his summary showed. 
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In Japan The Lutheran Hour and 
the LLL deserve a “large bouquet,” 
Dr. Sommerfeld said, for having done 
the “spadework for our church.” Most 
missions there are opened in places 
where contact with people has been 
made through the broadcast. Synod’s 
missionaries cannot reach the 17,000 
people who have completed the corre- 
spondence course and are asking to be 
baptized. 

Dr. Herman H. Koppelmann stated 
that Synod must make more extensive 
use of mass communications in foreign 
fields. He also encouraged supplying 
secular libraries with Christian litera- 
ture. 


During the discussion of work among 
the Negroes Dr. Sommerfeld pointed 
out that Negroes in the South are not 
ali demanding integration with the 
white churches. 

Many, he said, prefer to be served 
by Negro pastors, but they do ask to be 
accepted by the whites as equals and 
to be able to fellowship with them in 
their churches, in circuit and other area 
meetings. 

“If we are really serious about our 
Negro work,” Dr. Sommerfeld stated, 
“we ought to plan to invest in it a half 
million dollars a year, and we must 
train a competent Negro clergy.” 

The increasing number of students 
and the opportunities for campus evan- 
gelism~ were offered as reasons to in- 
crease the budget of the Comission on 
College and University Work. 


Characterizing Synod’s TV program 
“This Is the Life” a service and a mis- 
sion agency, Dr. Sommerfeld said: 
“Congregations are not using it suffi- 
ciently as a tool. 

“To announce the telecast in a Sun- 
day bulletin . . . is like handing a Sun- 
day school leaflet to a child and hoping 
that the printed page will teach the 
lesson. If congregations made better 
mission use of ‘This Is the Life,’ it 
would become the mission agency it was 
intended to be.” 

The Missionary Council includes the 
Board of Missions in North and South 
America, the. Board for Missions in 
Foreign Countries, the Missionary 
Board of the Synodical Conference, the 
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RGEST NUMBER OF MISSIONS SHOULD OPEN 
N SOUTH AND WEST COASTS, STUDY SHOWS 


Boards for Missions to the Blind and to 
the Deaf, the Armed Services Com- 
mission, the Commission on College and 
University Work, and the Board for 
Social Welfare. Dr. Herman A. Mayer, 
Secretary of Missions, is chairman of 
the Council. 


LWF, Synod Conferees 
Adopt Study Procedure 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President of 
the Lutheran World Federation, and 
Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, Executive Sec- 
retary, on Jan. 12 met with Dr. John 
W. Behnken, President of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod, Vice-Presi- 
dent Arnold H. Grumm, Dr. Alfred O. 
Fuerbringer, and Dr. Paul M. Bretscher 
to discuss further procedure for carrying 
out resolutions of each group. 

The Missouri Synod, which in 1956 
declined the invitation to join the LWF, 
at the same time resolved: “That Synod 
express its willingness to meet with 
official representatives of the LWF to 
discuss all points in question.” The 
LWE in 1957 instructed its Theological 
Commission to make a renewed study 
of the constitution and purposes of the 
LWF. 

Drs. Fuerbringer, Bretscher, and 
Matthias Schulz, pastor of a Synod- 
affiliated Free Church congregation in 
Berlin, had on the strength of these 
resolutions been sent to Oslo in August 
1958 to lay before the Theological 
Commission of the LWF the concerns 
of the Missouri Synod. 

The Theological Commission decided 
to continue its study of the LWF con- 
stitution and its purposes, while the 
Missouri Synod was asked to lay before 
the Commission any suggestions the 
church body might have concerning 
LWF membership. 

At the Jan. 12 meeting it was sug- 
gested by the LWF officials that the 
members of its Theological Commission 
be given an opportunity to study the 
federation’s constitution at their 1959 
meeting and that the Missouri Synod 
representatives be invited to the 1960 
meeting of the Commission. 

All present agreed to this suggestion, 
which would also give the Missouri 
Synod opportunity to discuss with affi- 
liated churches its thinking on the pur- 
poses of a Lutheran federation before 
the 1960 meeting. 


Non-Catholics May Open 
Churches in Italy 


Italy’s Constitutional Court has ruled 
that non-Catholic religious groups in 
the country may open churches with- 
out prior government permission. 

Rev. Francesco Rauti, an Assemblies 
of God minister, alleged he had been 
harassed by local authorities for open- 
ing places of worship without previous 
authorization. Three lawyers appeared 
before the court and claimed for 
Evangelicals the right of “strict appli- 
cation of constitutional principles” 
giving all groups religious freedom. 

The court held that the prior permis- 
sion demanded by a 1930 decree vio- 
lated Article 19 of the Republican con- 
stitution, which says that all individuals 
or groups may spread their beliefs and 
follow them, provided their rites are 
not contrary to public morals. 

The court rejected, at the same time, 
the principle that the appointment of 
non-Catholic ministers must be ap- 
proved by the government because they 
perform marriages and other cere- 
monies, which must have the force of 
official acts. 


Political Issues Concern 
Christians, Baptists Hear 


Unless it concerns itself with political 
issues, the Christian religion cannot be 
the leaven of life, a Southern Baptist 
leader told churchmen attending a na- 
tional Religious Liberty Conference in 
Washington, D. C. 

“How can we be leaven if we don’t 
mix?” asked Dr. Carl Marney, pastor 
of Meyers Park Baptist Church, Char- 
lottesmNE GC: 

The word “leaven,” he added, im- 
plies “mixing and becoming completely 
a part of a thing so as to influence it. 
We cannot ignore so large a part of 
American life as that which is occupied 
by our Federal, state, and local govern- 
ments.” 

Dr. Marney said that Christians must 
either make their moral influence felt 
on great public issues, or they become 
isolated from reality. 

“Politics today means more than go- 
ing down to persuade the county road 
commissioner to put some gravel on 
your road,” the Baptist minister ob- 
served. “It involves the great issues of 
war, peace, and human relations, and 
if we do not have something to say on 
that, we don’t have a religion that is 
relevant.” 
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EIGHT-FOOT-SQUARE picture of the 
Savior, painted by Jack Dickmann, was 
mounted above the entrance to Im- 
manuel Church, Kansas City, Kans., to 
emphasize the “Share Christ” program. 


LLL District President 
Cuts White House Tree 


The nation’s Christmas tree for 1958 
was cut down and prepared for ship- 
ment under the supervision of Mark 
Schoknecht, president of the Montana 
District LLL and member of St. John’s 
Church, Libby, Mont. He is  vice- 
president in charge of logging opera- 
tions for J. Neils Lumber Co. 

Another Lutheran, Howard Ahlskog, 
member of St. Paul’s Church, Boise, 
Idaho, and forest supervisor of the 
Boise National Forest, in 1957 had 
selected the 70-foot Engelmann’s spruce 


from the Kootenai National Forest 
near Libby. Ahlskog then lived in 
Montana. 


The tree was offered the White House 
through the Libby Chamber of Com- 
merce. When it was cut Nov. 24, the 
major news services covered the event. 


Mark Schoknecht, 


right, 
cutting of White House Christmas tree. 
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Illinois Church “Adopts 
Married Seminarians 


Immanuel Congregation at Athe 
Ill. (Rev. Lenhart E. Etzel), recer 
held a donation day for 13 marr 
students who are enrolled at Conco 
Seminary, Springfield. 

The names of the married stud 
were supplied by the dean of studer 
and the congregation has been sup 
ing them for some time with f 
raised on the farm. During the sum 
the students received ample supplies3 
garden produce. 

Recently, however, the thirteen 
ried students and their families —- 
adults and 45 children — were gu 
of Immanuel Congregation’ at a supp’ 
The student families were introduce 
and a brief family history was give 
with special emphasis on how the « 
cision was reached to study for t 
ministry. Many of the men were ¢ 
gaged in secular occupations before ¢ 
rolling at the seminary. 

When the student families prepan 
to return to Springfield, they we 
loaded down with 85 dozen eggs, 8} 
pounds of potatoes, 30 pumpkins, ai 
other farm produce and canned goose 

“The thought of a congregatid 
adopting a missionary is fine,” Past 
Etzel afterwards remarked, “but Vv 
think the adoption of some marrii 
students before they get into the mi 
istry is equally as noble.” | 


Deplores East German 
Church Conditions 


Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, chai 
man of the Council of the Evangelic 
Church in Germany (EKID), said li 
remains “sorrowful and miserable” fe 
East German Christians who oppo 
the Communist regime’s attempts 
restrict their spiritual life. 

“The Soviet regime,” Dr. Dibelit 
stated in an address over the West Be 
lin radio, “tries with the utmost d 
termination to make the populatic 
sever ties with Christianity. This pe 
icy begins with the kindergarten ar 
continues through youth dedicatic 
ceremonies.” 

For all those who deny the state tl 
right to change their spiritual life, ] 
declared, “this means a sorrowful at 
miserable existence.” 

He noted, however, that in the Sovi 
Zone the number of churchgoers 1 
mains undiminished and Sunday colle 
tions have even increased. 
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. Paul's Church, New Melle, Mo. 


i entury-Old Church, 
built by Dissenters, 
Nerves Reunited Flock 


4}. Paul’s Lutheran Congregation, 
Melle, Mo., in three services on 
if. 2, 1958, noted the centennial of 
Wehurch, built 1858—1860, but not 
St. Paul’s Congregation. 
few Melle was settled in the late 
0's by immigrants from Melle, Han- 
, Germany. In 1847, about three 
s after its organization, St. Paul’s 
igregation installed Candidate Carl 
fmann Fick as its first pastor. He 
ye author of a well-known Luther- 
and of Hymn 498 in The Lu- 
fan Hymnal: “Rise, Thou Light of 
tile Nations.” 
1852, during the pastorate of 
bIph Claus, a majority of the con- 
bation, with Reformed leanings, 
med St. Peter’s Congregation, took 
40-acre church property from 
Paul’s Congregation, and in 1858 
jan building the present church. 
he St. Paul’s group, meanwhile, on 
istmas 1852 found its unfinished 
rch wrecked by vandals and then 
ned to the ground by arsonists. 
Resolutely the congregation finished 
parsonage and built another church, 
ch served them until 1868. In that 
r the two congregations reunited 
ter the St. Paul name during the 
torate of Friedrich Matuschka. | 
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The four walls of the stone church 
stand as they did 100 years ago; the 
tower was added in 1891. 

Other pastors of St. Paul’s have been 
Friedrich Ottmann, Henry Grefe, Rob- 
ert Falke, Edgar Wein, Edwin Dierker, 
and since 1958 Richard E. Blemaster. 

St. Paul’s has given six of its “sons” 
as ministers: Arthur Brandes, Paul Ma- 
tuschka, Alvin Falke, Robert Kamp- 
hoefner, David Nickel, and James 
Nickel; and six as teachers: John 
Oberdieck, Albert Falke, Theodor 
Stelzer, Hermann Weinrich, Hermann 
Hensiek, and John Siesenhop. 


Court Rules Houseparents 
Be Paid While Sleeping 


The Lutheran Children’s Friend So- 
ciety of Michigan was recently ordered 
by the state Department of Labor to 
abandon the practice of having house- 
parents live in the shelter unless they 
are paid while they are sleeping. 

The order is based on a court decision 
that a sleeping person expected to re- 
spond to an emergency call is on duty 
and must be paid. 

Since women workers are limited to 
a 10-hour day and a 54-hour week, the 
agency can scarcely afford to pay them 
for eight hours of sleep and two of 
work. 

The agency is now working on a plan 
of engaging more people and putting 
female help on an eight-hour schedule. 
The person on night duty will then be 
expected to stay awake and perform an 
assignment of household duties. 

Advantages foreseen for children are 
a greater selection of people to whom 
they might relate and a more relaxed 
and tolerant supervision. 

While the staff will naturally welcome 
shorter hours, the already overburdened 
agency budget will be further taxed, 
Synod’s Department of Social Welfare 
reports. 


Nau Memorial Lectures 
Given at India Seminary 


The Henry Nau Memorial Lectures, 
established to honor the memory of 
Dr. Henry Nau, were given at Con- 
cordia Seminary, Nagercoil, S. India, 
Dec. 10—12, 1958. 

Dr. Nau served as missionary in India 
from 1905 to 1914 and among the 
Muslims in India from 1951 to 1954. 
Synod’s first missionary in Calabar 
Province, Nigeria, he was also instru- 
mental in establishing the Society for 
the Promotion of Mohammedan Mis- 
sions. He died in 1956. 

The Board for Muslim Missions of 
the India Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and the faculty of the Nagercoil sem- 
inary have agreed to hold these lec- 
tures annually. Whenever possible, out- 
standing scholars will be invited to 
lecture on evangelism, which was the 
theme of Dr. Nau’s life. 

The first Nau Memorial lecturer was 
Dr. Kenneth Cragg, author of the out- 
standing study of the Islam religion, 
The Call of the Minaret, and editor of 
the Muslim World, a quarterly devoted 
to mission work among Muslims. On 
leave of absence from the Kennedy 
School of Missions, Hartford, Conn., 
he is based in Jerusalem, where he di- 
rects the study program of the Near 
East Christian Council. 

Dr. Cragg presented 12 lecturers on 
the religion of Islam, the Gospel to be 
preached to the Muslim, and the atti- 
tudes necessary for the presentation of 
the Gospel. His audience included the 
student body and faculty of Concordia 
Seminary, students from the two semi- 
naries of the Church of South India, 
about 50 miles from Nagercoil, and 
some 50 pastors and other church 
workers from the churches in the south. 

The lectures have been made possi- 
ble by a grant from the Society for 
the Promotion of Mohammedan Mis- 
sions. 


MOUNTAIN VIEW LUTHERAN CHURCH, Las Vegas, 


set- 
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ting and climatic extremes inspired this unique architectural style. 
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Australian Divine Calls 
Masonry “Sub-Christian” 


Freemasonry is “sub-Christian” and 
“must never be accepted as a substitute 
for Christian belief, worship, and serv- 
ice,’ Dr. H. Maclean, former principal 
of Theological Hall at Ormund Col- 
lege, told the general assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Victoria at its 
recent Sydney meeting. 

Church work often suffers, he ob- 
served, because of the demands and 
duties of lodge membership. 

The assembly was sharply divided on 
the issue but finally agreed to a com- 
mittee recommendation that the mod- 
erator prepare a pastoral letter on Free- 
masonry to be read in all the churches. 


Defends Stand Bible Does 
Not Prohibit Liquor 


Dr. O. G. Malmin, editor of the 
Lutheran Herald, official church paper 
of the ELC, reported being taken to 
task by several readers for writing that 
“as long as Scripture does not absolutely 
forbid the use of liquor, the church has 
no right to do so either.” 

Emphasizing in a later editorial that 
he did not wish his statements to be 
interpreted as “an inducement to laxity 
in Christian conduct nor as an induce- 
ment to the use of liquor,” he wrote 
that the stand of his magazine for 
temperance “has not changed, nor 
will it.” 


Briefly Told 


Safety Panel. Rev. Martin P. Studt- 
mann, Belleville, Ill., Executive Secre- 


tary of the Southern Illinois District, 


is one of seven churchmen appointed 
by Gov. William G. Stratton to a re- 


ligious leaders traffic-safety advisory 
panel. 


Valpo Career Day. February 26 will 


be “Church-Related Careers Day” at 


Valparaiso University. Synod’s Board 
of Social Welfare and Board for Higher 
Education, as well as the Lutheran 
Medical Mission Association and the 
Lutheran Deaconess Association, will 
co-operate in a program of talks on 
Christian service in general and on the 
various careers in church-related serv- 
ice open to young people today. 


Sick Visiting. Sixty-two women at- 
tended one or more sessions of a five- 
day orientation course, “Volunteer Vis- 
iting Among the Sick,” conducted dur- 
ing October by the Metropolitan 
Lutheran Inner Mission Society of New 
York. A number of the women indi- 
cated a desire to make hospital visits 
under the auspices of the agency. 


JUC Chairman Dies. Dr. Tillmann 
M. Sogge, 55, professor of economics 
and sociology at St. Olaf College, 
Northfield, Minn., died Dec. 15, 1958. 
He had suffered a heart seizure while 
searching the ruins of his fire-gutted 
home in the hope of recovering some 


VERY 
“Personal 


How personal is our religion? 

How personal is our Christian 
faith? 

It is all very personal and should 
be very real to us. 

For us as Christians our relation- 
ship to God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost is a very personal 
matter. 

God is my Father through Jesus. 

“Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of 
God,” 1 John 3:2. 

Had f been one of the shepherds 
at the time of the Savior’s birth, 
I would have heard the angel an- 
nounce: “Fear not, for, behold, I 


bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord.” 

I can stand at the foot of the 
cross on Calvary and say, “The Man 
who died for me” — yea, I can say, 
“The God who died for me.” 

Renouncing sin and forsaking sin 
and believing in Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God and my personal Sav- 
ior from sin, J am God’s child, and 
heaven is my home. 

Now, what does it all mean to me? 

What does the Father mean to me? 

What does the Son mean to me? 

What does the Spirit mean to me? 
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ELC, ALG 


Committee of the 
UBECG 


Methodist Encyclopedia. The 
ciation of Methodist Historical S 
ties is preparing a two-volume, 2,( 
page Methodist encyclopedia, an ~ 
tended dictionary” in four sectid 
theological, biographical, geographi 
and general. 


Addison Home Stays. A propos 
sell part or all of the operating prope 
of the Lutheran Child Welfare Asso: 
tion at Addison, Ill., fell short of 
required two-thirds majority at a s 
cial meeting in November. Many - 
that the agency is handicapped by b 
located in a small community inst 
of in the big city, where 85 per 
of its clients reside. 


New Lutheran U. A $15-million 
versity at Thousand Oaks, in Vent 
County, Calif., will be named Ventt 
University. Promoting the school 
ULC, ELC, ALC, UELG, and August 


Philippine Hospital. Mary Johnss 
Hospital at Manila, oldest Protest 
hospital in the Philippines, was foun: 
in 1908. Twice destroyed by fire, 1 
hospital is now a three-story concr? 
structure with 130 beds and was rece 
structed through a $600,000 gift fre 
the Methodist Church in the U. S. 


What do Christ’s cross, my for- 


giveness, my divine adoption, my sal- 
vation, my faith, God’s Word, God’s 
promises, God’s house, Holy Bap- 
tism, the Lord’s Supper mean to me? 

What have they meant to me in 
the past year and years? 

What do they mean to me today 
amid the troubles and temptations 
and triumphs of my daily life? 

What will they mean to me in the 
year and years ahead? 


Just how real is my faith in Je 
Christ? J er 


Just how real is my trust in God? 

Just how real is the indwelling of 
the Holy Ghost? 

The more personal and real my 
Christian faith, the more I and oth- 
ers will be benefited, the more God 
will be glorified, and the more Christ, 
my Savior, will be exalted. 


By RupotpH S. RESSMEYER 
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| and we were sore afraid 
By FRED H. WEBER 


\(f opening a school with three teach- 
\jand 77 pupils by a congregation of 
communicants in a small town of 
pO does not border on a miracle, 
only other explanation would be 
it is one. 

1949 Trinity Congregation, Wis- 
isin Dells, Wis., numbering about 
communicants, had $17,000 in the 
#k and a $3,500 church building. 
© provide Sunday school facilities 
more substantial shelter, the con- 
Ration voted to build a new church. 
1950, with the building about half 
pleted, the congregation ran out of 
.jds. There stood their dream — no 
on the outside, snow, mud, and 
er on the inside. 
embers of the congregation cried 

the Lord, their God. And He 
© to deliver them. One of His 


jim. Without good reason or much 
ateral the bank directors granted 
ity a loan to finish the building. 
wo December 1951 the church was 
llicated. Indebtedness: $25,000. The 
(2 budget: $3,500, current expenses; 
D0, missions; $6,000, building. And 
parsonage. 

‘fhe people had learned that God 
Id cover their anxieties, absorb 
ir weaknesses, do the impossible — 
esson they were not soon to forget. 
1954 they built a $15,600 parsonage 
two acres bought for $2,500. 

en the membership reached 300 
#1956, more seating was required. 
hout hesitation the congregation 
%nt $12,000 for church furniture. 
[he Sunday school grew. Bible 
sses were started. The people be- 
_to believe in teaching others. 
llmpelled by that belief, they spent 
000 for property next to the church. 
len they voted $28,000 for an “Edu- 
tion in Christ” building “to make 
yre room for the Sunday school and 
ple classes.” 

as that the only reason? Plans 
re drawn. “This building must have 
ibrary,” members said. “The rooms 
st be large enough for classrooms 
d must otherwise meet school speci- 
ations.” An odd way to build a Sun- 
y school and Bible class plant! 


Then the truth came out of hiding. 
omeday we want a school for, our 
ildren,” they said. 
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IRACLE in the DELLS 


glory of the Lord shone round about 


Trinity Lutheran School staff (l—r.): Mrs. 
Paul F. Hunsinger, Viola Ehlers, Pastor 


Weber, Paul F. Hunsinger 


e 

How did the people come to feel this 
way? Remember, in despair they had 
seen the “glory of the Lord.’ They 
were afraid; yet they braced themselves 
with the promises of God. 

Some of the members had attended 
a Christian school. Though several 
could recall hard, inexcusable incidents, 
they saw through the devil’s smoke 
screen and remembered the heart of 
the matter, their education in Christ. 

The sermons often pointed out the 
fruits of faith, missions and education 
dominating. “Religion in the News,” 
a feature of the midweek Bible class, 
provoked discussion of child training. 


Trinity’s “Education in Christ” 
building was dedicated in October 1957. 
It was a wonderful day, and God used 
it quickly. In the following meeting 
a member arose to say, “Why don’t 
we start a school? We got this build- 
ing, now we should use it.” 

Most of us were speechless. Our 
knees were shaking with fear again. 
Would the question take hold? 

Rather weakly somebody said, “We 
could begin — maybe, that is — say — 
with the first grade.” Nobody else 
could have done better! 

“We could ask for a teacher who 
could play organ,’ another ventured. 

“We could see how many first- 
graders would come,” somebody else 
suggested. 

“Yea,” a voice chimed in, “and if 
we didn’t get enough pupils for the 
first grade, maybe we could see how 
many there would be for the second.” 

“What about my boy?” a father 
asked; “he’s in the third grade.” 

That was some meeting! Then and 
there no one could say we would climb 
all the way to the eighth grade, but 
Trinity resolved to see how many boys 
and girls would come IF... . 


Trinity had about 85 boys and girls 
of school age. A team of volunteers 
visited their homes. Where they went 
the Lord went with them. What they 
said the Lord told them. And the glory 
of the Lord shone round about us. We 
were sore afraid, but we enrolled 68. 

That was the cue. God had spoken 
again. Unanimously the opening of 
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a fully graded elementary school and 
kindergarten was voted, the first of its 
kind in the Dells! 

Three teachers were called, and they 
accepted. Books, desks, and stacks of 
equipment were ordered. Our applica- 
tion for the Federal hot-lunch program 
was accepted. The authorities approved 
our kitchen — when we built, we kept 
the serving platform low, “just in case.” 

What about transportation for 42 
children living outside the city limits? 
A big problem? Four members (three 
station wagons and a sedan) offered 
to “go and get” in four different direc- 
tions. The congregation voted the 
drivers $3,600 for the year. 

Trinity Lutheran School opened on 
Sept. 2, 1958, with an enrollment 
of 68. The new building, additional 
properties, books, equipment, and 
teachers’ salaries for one year brought 
the school’s total cost to $84,500. 


Did this effort hurt the over-all work 
of the congregation? Budget require- 
ments for 1959 are: current expenses, 
$27,396; missions, $5,600; building, 
$14,254; total, $47,251. That's about 
$144 per communicant. We are still 
sore afraid, but we remember that in 
the shining glory of the Lord the angel 
said, Hedm not... 

Trinity now lists 475 souls and 325 
communicants. The school enrolls 77; 
the Sunday school, 96; the four Bible 
classes, about 90. All young people are 
regarded members of the Walther 
League. All ladies belong to the Trin- 
ity Ladies Guild. Seven of our youth 
will be at our Concordias in 1959, God 
willing, and 20 of our young men are 
in the military. 

When we hold our Sunday evening 
fellowship dinners, everybody comes. 
Nobody needs a baby sitter because the 
babies come too. 

At the close of our last dinner one 
member had it all figured out. “We're 
in good shape,” he said. “Our debt 
($64,000) is only $165 per communi- 
cant. Our children are debt free. 
That’s better than our national record.” 

The Dells of Wisconsin are beautiful 
for many reasons, but the best reason 
is the miracle of grace God brought to 
pass in Trinity Congregation. 


Acts 9:1-22; 22:3-21; 26:9-20 


The Conversion of St. Paul 


orld history took a significant turn when our 
God and Savior appeared in glory to Saul of Tarsus on 
the road to Damascus. In that hour the fierce perse- 
cutor of Christians became the faithful apostle of Jesus 
Christ who was later to serve as a Christian spearhead 
into the Gentile world. 

“He brought Christ from the East to the West, to 
Europe,” writes William Dallmann in Paul: Life and 
Letters. From there the true religion “was brought to 
the Western World, to America, where we enjoy the 
freedom of Christ in peace as it was never enjoyed be- 
fore in all the history of the world.” 

This is the man — missionary, organizer, traveler, 
writer, teacher, preacher, speaker, model citizen, and 
man of God — whose conversion to the faith the Chris- 
tian Church commemorates on January 25 (or on Jan- 
uary 26, as in 1959, when Septuagesima Sunday, which 
takes precedence, falls on January 25). 


Church Without the Walls 


Since the exact date of St. Paul’s conversion is un- 
known, our observance of it is a commemoration rather 
than an anniversary. Perhaps January 25 marks the 
anniversary of the dedication of the Church of St. Paul 
Without the Walls, built near Rome by Constantine, the 
first Christian emperor (A.D. 306—337), over the 
grave of the apostle. Or the date may reflect a connec- 
tion with an old observance taking note of the apostle 
on or about Sexagesima Sunday; the Epistle for that 
day (2 Corinthians 11:19 to 12:9) includes an exten- 
sive list of his trials and sufferings. 
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LUTHER POELLO 


Though the date is purely traditional, the c 
version of St. Paul is an incontrovertible fact. At 
beginning of the 19th century Lord Lyttleton, one 
the great literary lights of England, in an endeavor to he 
suppress the Gospel, determined to write a refutation 
the Scriptural account of Paul’s conversion. But at tl 
conclusion of his study he confessed: “I have ful 
investigated the narrative of the conversion of St. Pat 
and I am satisfied that this man, on his journey alo 
the Damascus highway, really saw Jesus of Nazareth at 
that this Jesus was the very Christ of God.” Likewi 
is everything else true that the Bible relates regardi1 
this most remarkable man. 


Man with Two Countries 


A Roman citizen by birth, a Jew. by ancestry, at 
a Greek by environment in his native city of Tarsus 
Cilicia, Paul was caught in the maelstrom of world po 
tics. But he was not swept off his feet by the vario 
currents that swirled around him. As to the loyal 
demanded of a citizen, he was clear and to the point: 


Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. 
For there is no power but of God; the powers that 
be are ordained of God. Ye must needs be 
subject, not only for wrath but also for conscience’ 
sake. For, for this cause pay ye tribute also; for 
they are God’s ministers, attending continually upon 
this very thing. Render therefore to all their dues: 
tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom 


custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 
(Romans 13:1, 5-7) 


THE LUTHERAN WITN 


ut Paul was above all a citizen of the kingdom of 
by faith in Jesus Christ, and he recognized its claim 
preme loyalty. Patriotism is a high virtue, but it is 
|the highest. Loyalty to one’s country on earth is 
ndary to loyalty to God and His commonwealth in 
wen. To avoid injustice and abuse at the hands of 
, Paul appealed to his rights as a Roman Citizen, but 

rusted in his Lord and Savior to deliver him at last 
jm every evil of body and soul, property and honor, 
4 grant him a blessed end, though it be a martyr’s 
Could Not Lose 


The many thousands of miles St. Paul traveled under 
banner of the cross — about 1,400 on his first mis- 
ary journey alone — speak eloquently of his tireless 
gy and zeal in the interest of Christian missions. 
rd, what wilt Thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:6) was 
an idle question. He was neither disobedient to the 
venly vision, in which he was called to be a chosen in- 
jament of God, nor was he satisfied until he had ful- 
d its demands on his time and life, to bear the name 
hrist before the Gentiles and kings and the Children 
srael and to suffer much for His name’s sake. 

Wherever he went, it was as an ambassador of the 
cified, resurrected, and ascended Christ, who had be- 
e for him the Heart and Center of all good things. 
heart’s desire was to make Him the hub of every- 
else’s universe also. So closely did he identify him- 
with the Gospel as its messenger that even as he 
convinced that nothing could stop the Gospel, so 
. was he persuaded that he could not possibly lose 
er its banner. Come tribulation, distress, persecution, 
line, nakedness, peril, or sword, “in all these things 
are more than conquerors” — because our victory en- 
es forever — “through Him that loved us!” (Romans 
5-37). This is worth living for! This is worth dying 
St. Paul shows us how. 

Ranging far and wide in his travels through the 
man world as a missionary, he spoke to individuals 
groups. He spoke not simply about the weather, 
etic contests, business, and the general state of affairs 
the empire, but always and inevitably also of his one 
suming passion: Christ “died for all, that they which 
should not henceforth live unto themselves but unto 
m which died for them and rose again” (2 Corinthians 
15). “Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatso- 
ér ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 
):31). Christian faith must find expression in Christian 
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Clear and Accurate 


For the greater glory of God he persuaded groups of 
iristians to form congregations in various cities, such 
Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. Hu- 
anly speaking, these basic church organizations were 
sential to the success of the church. St. Paul recognized 
> need for organization. 

Thorough indoctrination is more important than com- 
x organization, and St. Paul gave himself to it with 
will in his preaching, teaching, and New Testament 
itings. Of the 27 books of the New Testament, 13 
istles were written by him (14, if he wrote the Epistle 
the Hebrews). 2 


NUARY 27, 1959 


He is the chief expounder of the Christian faith, set- 
ting forth clearly and accurately the doctrines which 
God wants us to believe and teach. Among these doc- 
trines are the verbal inspiration of the Bible; creation; 
the Law; sin and its full and just punishment; the grace 
and mercy of God; forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation 
alone by faith in Jesus Christ; Baptism; the Lord’s 
Supper; sanctification; the final coming of Christ. 


Would I describe a preacher such as Paul, 
Were he on earth, would hear, approve, and own, 
Paul should himself direct me. I would trace 
His master strokes and draw from his design. 
I would express him simple, grave, sincere; 
In doctrine, uncorrupt; in language, plain; 
And plain in manner; decent, solemn, chaste, 
And natural in gesture; much impressed 
Himself, as conscious of his awful charge, 
And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds 
May feel it, too. Affectionate in look 

And tender in address, as well becomes 

A messenger of grace to guilty men. (Anon.) 


Crowns and Palms 


In all of this, St. Paul was not a self-made man. By 
the grace of God he was what he was. His conversion 
was essentially the same as that of anyone else. 

Conversion consists in this, that a man, having 
learned from the Law of God that he is a lost and 
condemned sinner, is brought to faith in the Gospel, 
which offers him forgiveness of sins and eternal sal- 
vation for the sake of Christ’s vicarious satisfaction, 
Acts 26:18. 

All men, since the Fall, are dead in sins, Eph. 
2:1-3, and inclined only to evil, Rom. 8:7. 

For this reason, and particularly because men 
regard the Gospel of Christ, crucified for the sins 
of the world, as foolishness, 1 Cor. 2:14, faith in the 
Gospel, or conversion to God, is neither wholly nor 
in the least part the work of man, but the work of 
God’s grace and almighty power alone, Phil. 1:29; 
By, Zee, Se je ns). 

Scripture calls the faith of man, or his con- 
version, a raising from the dead, Eph. 1:20; Col. 
2:12; a being born of God, a new birth by the Gospel, 
a work of God like the creation of light at the crea- 
tion of the world, 2 Cor. 4:6. — Brief Statement of 
the Doctrinal Position of the Missouri Synod. 


We commemorate the conversion of St. Paul that 
we may give thanks to God for his victories and, by re- 
calling them afresh to remembrance, may stir ourselves 
up to imitate them by seeking like crowns and palms, 
calling to our help the same God on whom he called. 


Collect for the Conversion of St. Paul 


O almighty God, who didst command the light to 
shine out of darkness and madest Thine enemy Saul to 
be Thine apostle Paul, a chosen vessel to bear Thy name 
before the Gentiles and kings and the Children of Israel, 
continue to shine also in our hearts, we beseech Thee, to 
give the light of the knowledge of Thy glory in the face 
of Jesus Christ, that Thy name may be glorified and Thy 
kingdom come; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
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WITNESS COMMENT 


Minnesota Will “Share Christ” 


Minnesota congregations will conduct a Districtwide 
“Share Christ” program during Lent. On the Sunday 
before Ash Wednesday most, if not all, churches in the 
District will send out lay visitors to call on unchurched 
people. 

Visitors will tell of their faith in Christ and His 
redemption and invite the people to attend Lenten serv- 
ices. They will also follow up prospective members 
during the Lenten season, try to bring them to church, 
and invite them to attend the pastor’s class. 


The Minnesota District is to be commended on this 
action. Many of its congregations would not be sharing 
Christ in Lent if they had not agreed to do it together. 


Though it is late for most other congregations to 
organize a “Share Christ” endeavor, it could still be 
carried on throughout Synod by individuals. Every 
Christian has unchurched friends. If he has none, the 
pastor will gladly give him the name of an unchurched 
person whom he can visit and with whom he can talk 
about the things of the Lord. 


Some of this Gospel seed will fall on good ground. 
Some of those who come to church will hear the Gospel 
for the first time and will be moved by the Spirit to 
accept it. This is how God builds His kingdom. 


Repeated surveys to discover the most effective 
method of winning people for the church show that the 
great majority of new members were first brought to 
church by a friend or neighbor. 


Whether or not your church adopts the “Share 
Christ” program, you will do well to concentrate on 
sharing Christ this Lent in your daily conversation. 


Catching Up with God’s Blessings 


A good indication of what is happening in Synod is 
our gradually increasing rate of gain in membership. 
During the 10 years preceding 1927, for instance, our 
membership grew by about one per cent per year. 
During the last 17 years our membership grew by about 
3 per cent per year. Our rate of gain today is more than 
three times what it was in the 1920s. 


We could say many things about those figures; we 
shall limit ourselves to two. First, let us thank God for 
our church’s splendid record of growth. Surely the Lord 
has blessed the consecrated efforts of our pastors and 
people who have borne faithful witness to His Word. 
We have planted and watered, but God has given the 
increase. 


Secondly, in view of this gradually accelerating 
growth in membership, who could fail to give whole- 
hearted support to our church’s current effort to improve 
and expand its facilities for training tomorrow’s pastors, 
teachers, and missionaries? 
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A church which is likely to double its members 
before this year’s babies reach the age of 25 (we s 
do just that if God continues to bless us as He has 
the past two decades) could hardly afford not to ma 
provision now for the training of an adequate supH 
of workers to meet the needs of its rapidly expandij 
program. 

God has given us a new year, which we will want 
improve in increasing service to Him. By our pray 
to the Lord of the church that “He may send fon 
laborers into His harvest,” by encouraging gifted youn 
men and women in our congregations to prepare for tl 
preaching or teaching ministry, and by regularly dedic 
ing to our Lord a liberal proportion of the income 
entrusts to us so that His kingdom may expand, we a 
simply helping our church to catch up with God’s bles 
ings, which are already far ahead of us. — E. F. Braw 
in South Wisconsin District Edition 


Sound Track in Japanese? 


Before too long “Grandpa” Fisher may be speakit 
Japanese. Synod’s missionaries in Japan are talki 
about showing “This Is the Life” on TV there. So ax 
the Board for Missions in Foreign Countries, Synod: 
Board of Directors, and the Lutheran TV Production 
Committee. TV stations in Japan are urging the tele 
casting of the program. 


There is good reason for doing so. Méissionari 
alone cannot hope to spread the Gospel among Japani 
93,000,000 people. Japan has a higher rate of litera 
than the United States. The Japanese want more edu 
cational and cultural programs than Americans do. 


Within two years television is expected to hay, 
almost as good coverage in Japan as radio now has 
The Lutheran Hour is well received. The top seve: 
programs on Japanese TV are American programs lik: 
-ULove Lucy.” 


To present “This Is the Life” in Japan, existing film: 
could be used by “dubbing in” Japanese voices so thai 
all characters would seem to be speaking Japanese: 
If the stations grant time on a sustaining basis, the cos. 
of the program would be about $400 a week, mainly fo: 
preparing the sound track in Japanese. 


Two questions arise. Will members of Synod sup: 
port foreign missions sufficiently to finance the telecast 
or will they feel that Synod is already spending toc 
much money? Since our missionaries in Japan find i 
impossible to follow up all the requests for Baptism 
which come from the Lutheran Hour audience there, wil 
they be able to respond to the many requests for furthe: 
information resulting from the TV telecast? 


This is a matter for prayerful consideration. Hoy 
deep a concern do members of our church have fo 
getting the Gospel to the Japanese? 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


By RocerR L. SOMMER 
Chicago, Ill. 


“Are you one of the mem- 
bers of a congregation who 
takes the appearance of the 
choir at-worship services as 
just a matter of course?” an 
fitorial in the Detroit Free Press recently asked. “Or do 
u, once in a while at least, take the time to consider 
t must go on before choristers move from the 
measured tread of the processional to a place in the 
jjoir loft? Don’t take your choir for granted.” 

In festival seasons, the editorial stated, church choirs 
tk the hardest and longest to perfect their offerings. 
Urging appropriate recognition of choir directors, 
fagers, and organists, the writer added: “Generation 
jter generation choirs have added rich melody and 
fpauty to the ritual of worship in churches of most faiths. 
great cathedral or lowly mission, whether singers are 
the greatest talent or merely giving untrained voice 
musical devotion, choral music has inspired mankind 
d filled a great human need.” 

For every hour a choir singer or director appears 
fore a congregation, the editorial noted, “there are 
any times that hour spent in preparation. Every phase 
the choral presentation is carefully worked out. 

“Collectively the choirs constitute a devoted servant 


Loose 


\ll Things Through Christ 


In his Letter to the Philippians St. Paul rejoices in 
. double knowledge: “I know both how to be abased, 
nd I know how to abound.” He understands the ex- 
yerience of want and the experience of abundance. He 
ad both. He understands the experience of popularity 
nd success, but he also understands the experience of 
dversity, persecution, and contempt. He went through 
oth. His fortunes changed frequently. 

At one time he was a cruel persecutor of Christians; 
ater, when he became a follower of Jesus Christ, he 
vas cruelly persecuted and unmercifully beaten. At 
yne time he sat in the seat of the learned; later 
alled him an ignorant and a mad man. At one ti 
ie was well-to-do and lived in luxury; at another time 
ie was poor and destitute and friendless. At one time 
ie enjoyed good health; later he complained of an in- 
urable disease, which he called a thorn in the flesh. 

St. Paul knew how to live when things were in his 
avor. He did not succumb to the dangers of popularity, 
rosperity, and success. But neither did he fall to pieces 
vhen things were against him, as so many do. He was 
Iways above the changing conditions of life. He was 
heir master, never their slave. He learned the secret 
f successfully facing plenty and hunger, friendship and 
pposition. And he passes that secret on to us. Here 
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Editor, English District Edition 


GUEST EDITORIAL 


Thank God for the Choir 


of the church. They deserve the wholehearted support of 
the congregations.” 

When did you last thank God for your church choir? 
When did you speak words of encouragement to those 
who lead and perform this service to Him? 

In the Lutheran Church what group can best teach 
and carry the lead in the sturdy hymns and noble 
melodies of the 16th-century Reformation? What person 
gives a better example of devotion and loyalty than 
a faithful choir member? To whom may the worshiper 
look for godly and fitting music but to organist, director, 
and choir? Who carries the responsibility for high musi- 
cal standards? 

When the pastor chooses a hymn that echoes his 
message but finds the tune difficult to sing, whom can he 
count on to lead the way in congregational singing? Who 
but a trained choir can so well guard the treasury of 
hymns, churchly melodies, and rich settings of service 
orders? 

When popular but shallow songs threaten the survival 
of excellent Christian hymns, what task force can best 
show their superior qualities? To teach the timid wor- 
shiper to follow, the child to sing along, the self-conscious 
to overcome a complex —- what group can best serve? 
It’s the choir! Thank God for your choir! 


Leaves 


it is: “I Can Do All Things Through Christ Which 
Strengtheneth Me.” — John Kovac in the Lutheran 
Beacon. 


Three of a Kind — and All Queer 


A school board hired a teacher, paid him a salary, 
and provided a school for him. School opened. A week 
went by, but there were no students. Upon making in- 
quiry, the teacher was informed that he had a building, 
was receiving a salary to teach school, and now it was 
up to him to get the pupils there. 

A young lady was hired as a servant in a home. 
She was a good cook, purchased fine foods, prepared 
excellent meals. But the first day no one showed up 
to eat. The next morning she inquired why no one 
would eat her meals. The family replied: “We furnish 
the food and pay you to cook. Now its up to you to 
get us to eat.” 

A church hired a preacher, gave him a church, paid 
him a salary. He prepared his sermon, went to church, 
but the people were not there. Upon inquiring, he was 
told that he was furnished a building, paid a salary, and 
now it was up to him to induce those paying him to go 
to church, THREE OF A KIND — AND ALL 
QUEER! — From St. Peter’s Newsletter, Big Rapids 
(via Michigan Lutheran) 
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A native of New Guinea 
listens to “our” missionary, 
Rev. Willard Burce, an 
ambassador of our Savior 
and our church. 


About one of every ten 


of our missionaries in Asia 
and the South Pacific 
is “adopted” 


ee OUR?’ 
MISSIORIARY 


The members of Our Savior Ladies’ Aid Alban ive i 
eI X ; y, N. Y., take active inter i ) 
Missionary Herman Mayer, Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines. aie OLED ET Uae oF 
12 
3 
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T WORK ON A MISSION FIELD thousands of miles 
ay, yet to some congregation he is “our” missionary. The 
urch’s letterhead, perhaps also its Sunday service folder, 
y list his name. 


To pray more purposefully and more fervently for “our” 
ssionary and his family, members of the congregation 
ve become intimately acquainted with his field. Through 
respondence and through greetings on special family 
asions they show a personal interest in him. 


Their vision, however, they have not narrowed to one 
n working in one country. They contribute regularly to 
nod’s “budget” for the worldwide program of the church. 
t, having done that, they also give at least $600 a year 
ard this one missionary’s salary and maintenance. 


One of Every Ten 


This practice has been growing over the past five years. 
out one of every ten of our missionaries in Asia and the 
th Pacific has been “adopted” by some group in the 
tes. 


In Nebraska, California, New York, Ohio, New Jersey, 
ssouri, Tennessee, and Michigan a number of congrega- 
ns, sometimes groups within congregations, have devel- 
d a closer bond between themselves and _ individual 
sionaries. 


One parish, despite'a sizable budget and a building debt, 
1958 gave $3,600 to support “our” missionary. This 
r the sum will be $4,000. On the receiving end is a man 
0 spreads the Gospel largely among primitive people in 
Philippines. Prayers of the congregation upheld him 
his efforts to prepare a group of almost 100 souls for 
tism. 


“Adoption” of a missionary, writes a pastor, has so 
ghtened the “missionary interest of our members that 
ir share of contributions to the larger work of the church 
1 be oversubscribed, as will also the support of the 
ssionary.” 

People enjoy taking part in this program, and their per- 
al interest in a missionary often augments willingness 
share in the Lord’s work. 


“Adopted” by Other Groups 


Not only congregations but also Sunday schools or other 
ngregational and church-related organizations may “adopt” 
worker in a foreign mission field. 


For almost three decades the St. Louis Sunday School 
sociation has been contributing toward the support of 
» Misses Gertrude Simon and Olive Gruen. Both were 
‘ive in China for many years; today Deaconess Simon is 
tioned in Hong Kong, Miss Gruen on Formosa. Who 
ald recount the blessed fruits of their educational, wel- 
e, and evangelistic activities? . 
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Formosa street scene, one block from Miss Gruen’s 
home. Fewer than three per cent of the 10 million 
on the island are Christians. 


Miss Olive Gruen, 72, “adopted” 
worker of the St. Louis Sunday 
School Association. 


Rev. Ralph Bringewait (right), who is “our” missionary 
to Emmaus Sunday School, Alhambra, Calif., 
distributes relief goods on Formosa. 


Deaconess Gertrude Simon (left), 


also. sponsored by 
in Haven of Hope Sanatorium, 


Hong Kong. 


* OUR” MISSIONARY 


A New Guinea missionary, at one of the outposts of 
civilization, looks to a Walther League group for support. 
How the leaguers rejoiced when he reported preaching to 
many and baptizing a large number! 

Women’s groups, especially societies and districts of 
the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, have shown 
special interest in assisting individual missionaries. It is 
a real joy, often a real missionary education, to read the 


scrapbooks these groups prepare about various missionaries 
and their work. 


Missionary’s Wife 


Through these ladies’ groups the missionary’s wife is 
likely remembered much more than she would otherwise be. 
And this is very important. 

The missionary’s wife has the usual duties of a home- 
maker, but under conditions far different from those “back 
home.” Sometimes she finds it difficult to associate freely 
with the people about her, and she longs for other contacts. 

Schooling often separates the missionary’s children and 
their mother from the father for long periods. Or older 


children may be left behind in the States for their higher 
education. 


14 


{ro eapeieience senate aC RATED RENE 


Sas 


St. Louis Sunday School Association, visits patientsé 


Diseases unknown to Americans sometimes create new 
fears; hospital facilities are not always easily available. 

What an uplift for the missionary’s wife to have th 
sympathetic interest and concern of sisters in the faith! 


Missionary Himself 


The missionary himself also appreciates “home” cont 
tacts, for he lives in a non-Christian atmosphere and faces 
a new culture. He must learn to speak a different language 


. He must adjust to a strange economy. 


Strenuous labor often seems to bring small results 
Much effort seems to achieve little. 

Even when a missionary gives himself heart and sow 
to the people he serves, he and his family desire contact witl 
the “fellow Christians” at home. 

The missionary holds membership in a synodical Die 
trict and attends its convention if on furlough at the time 
District Presidents have gone out of their way in aie | 
bering these workers through letters and reports. 

It means so much to know there is someone who reme 
bers you, feels with you, prays for you, and is enoug, 


interested in your welfare and your work to support it 1 
a special way. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


Two mothers and their children are baptized by 
Rev. Bruce Cassler (left)-and Rev. Louis Nau at 
Balakbak, Philippines. Trinity Church, Mission, 
Kans., and Our Savior Church, Canton, Ohio, con- 
tribute to their salary and maintenance. 


Prayers and gifts of 
Trinity Church, Memphis, 
Tenn., help support 

Miss Esther Kreimeyer, 
R.WN., latest addition to 
the staff of the Mambi- 
sanda Hospital, New 
Guinea. 


Missionary’s wife, Mrs. James W. Mayer, 
appreciates the sympathetic concern of LWML 
members. Her husband is evangelism and 
stewardship secretary of the India Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 


The Sapporo Youth Center in’Japan is “our” mission to thousands of Walther Leaguers 
(39) 


who provided the building. 
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“Prophets 


Hosea Marries a Harlot 


Hosea 1:2: “The Lord said to Hosea, 
Go, take to yourself a wife of harlotry!” 


Suppose your private life were held 
up to public view. What would your 
reaction be? You would object vehe- 
mently. You would feel that your pri- 
vate life is your business, not that of 
other people. 

The prophet Hosea was as sensitive 
about his personal affairs as you are. 
Yet the Lord had him make a public 
show of his privacy. He said to him 
very bluntly, Go and marry a harlot! 
And Hosea obeyed. He married Gomer, 
a fallen woman. 

Why would the Lord give His 
prophet such a_ shocking directive? 
Why would God want the prophet’s 
married life to be exposed to the pub- 
lic? He wanted this marriage to serve 
as a mirror in which the people of 
Israel would see a picture of themselves 
and their relationship to God. As 
Hosea married a common harlot, so 
God took an unworthy people, Israel, 
to be His wife. 

Hosea’s shocking marriage was ac- 
tually a glorious proclamation of God’s 
love. The prophet preached not only 
by what he said, but above all by his 
own domestic example. As Hosea joined 
himself to that which was impure in 
order to make it clean, so God united 
Himself with an unholy people so that 
He might make it holy. As Hosea in 
his marriage befriended a public sinner, 
so our Lord was later called a friend 
of publicans and sinners. 

During these weeks preceding Lent 
we see the love of God manifesting it- 
self in the Savior’s preparation for His 
Passion. It is the love of God meant 
not only for an unworthy Israel but 
for the entire human race. While we 
were yet sinners, God commended His 
love toward us in that Christ died 
for us. 

If ever a lover opened his pitying 
heart to a profligate creature, Christ 
surely did so in making us His bride. 
And how completely He covered all 
our sins with His own righteousness 
that He might present us as a pure bride 
not having spot or wrinkle! 

May such love evoke a response of 
loyalty and devotion. May our fidelity 
and constancy show that we cherish 
the unmerited affection of our divine 
Husband. ALFRED VON RouR SAUER 


16 


The Hymn in Lutheran Worship 


The Lutheran Church has become 
known as the “Singing Church,” par- 
ticularly through her practice of singing 
hymns. Much of the success of the 
16th-century Lutheran Reformation 
was due to the introduction of congre- 
gational singing. A prominent Roman 
Catholic once maintained that Luther 
weaned more people away from Roman 
Catholicism through his hymns than 
through his sermons. 


Hymns as a Spiritual Force 


A hymn is a powerful instrument of 
the Holy Ghost when it is chiefly spir- 
itual in character and value. 

St. Paul tells us, Colossians 3:16, to 
apply wisdom when we sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs; we should 
not use them merely to tickle our ears 
and gratify selfish desires, but to teach 
and admonish one another. 

In Ephesians 5:18-20 he implies that 
such spiritual singing also helps turn 
sinful man away from drunkenness and 
debauchery, since through sacred song 
we make melody to the Lord with all 
our heart and give thanks in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to God. 

Do we heed Colossians 3:16 and 
apply wisdom when we use the hymns 
we prefer? Do they indicate that our 
worship glorifies God? Does their use 
show that we heed St. Paul also when 
he says, 1 Corinthians 14:12: “Seek 
that ye may excel to the edifying of the 
church”? It is often said that one can 
judge the character of a church and her 
people by the quality of the hymns they 
sing and enjoy. 

Hymns usually reflect people’s con- 
cept of God and of the relationship be- 
tween God and man. Are they in- 
dicative of a distant or neutral relation- 
ship, or one of the buddy-buddy type? 
Or do they bespeak a relationship both 
cordial and respectful, similar to the 
attitude of Christian children toward 
their beloved parents? Indeed, good 
hymns are not merely simple little 
poems with nice rhymes and pretty, 
catchy tunes. 


Hymns as a Cultural Force 


Culture is a way of life. While it 
may be of a high order, it should not be 
equated with highbrowism. Among 
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Christians we find Christian culture., 
Christian hymns breathe the spirit of} 
Christian culture. 

Luther was often despondent because? 
of the low cultural standards of his; 
followers. His hymns were powerful in-- 
struments in raising their cultural level.. 
The use of hymns ultimately produced! 
for the Lutheran Church a Christian) 
heritage second to none. 

Interpreting the last words of David 
(2 Samuel 23:1), Luther remarked:| 
“Music and notes, which are wonderful | 
gifts and creations of God, do help gain 
a better understanding of the text, es-) 
pecially when sung by a congregation | 
and when sung earnestly.” 


— 


The Chorale and the Lutheran Heritage 


Though other types of hymns are 
occasionally called chorales, the Chris- | 
tian Church usually thinks of the cho- 
rale as a Lutheran hymn. Most of our 
best chorales originated in Germany, 
especially between 1523 and 1650; how- 
ever, many originated in other lands, 
notably the Scandinavian countries. . 

One can hardly dissociate the truly 
great Lutheran heritage in music from 
the chorales. Much Lutheran church 
music written for the choir and the 
organ during the past four centuries is | 
based on chorales. One need but think | 
of the church music of Johann Sebas- 
tian Bach and others to become more | 
fully aware of this. The tunes of cho- | 
rales are universally regarded as ex- | 
cellent models and examples of superior | 
hymn tunes. Lutherans have a right to | 
be proud of their chorales — gifts of | 
God to the church. 

The Lutheran Church has never re- 
stricted her use of hymns to chorales, 
despite their superb quality. She has 
always recognized that God has enabled | 
non-Lutheran Christians to write ex- | 
cellent hymns which are ideal also for | 
Lutheran worship. While our use of. 
these hymns relates us to Christians of 
other branches of Christendom, our use | 
of chorales interrelates us as Lutherans 
and helps to identify Lutherans through- 
out the world as members of the denom- 
ination in which they are privileged to 
hold membership. 


WALTER E. BusziIn 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Question: How can we rec- 
oncile the apparent conflict 
etween Eccl. 1:4: “The earth abideth 
orever,” and Luke 21:33: “Heaven 
d earth shall pass away”? 


Answer: The answer to your question 
lies in the meaning of the word forever, 
which in the original Hebrew (olam) 
designates an indefinite and unforesee- 
able period of time. Used of God, as 
mn Gen. 21:33, it means “eternal, ever- 
lasting”; used of David’s house and 
kingdom, it signifies “a longer period 
of time” (2 Sam. 7:16); used of a slave, 
it refers to his life span (Ex. 21:6); 
used as an expression of well-wishing, 
it means “very long,” or “much longer” 
(1 Kings 1:31). In this sense of a long 
and undetermined period of time the 
term is to be taken in the text from 
Ecclesiastes. For that heaven and earth 
will be destroyed is taught in numerous 
passages, such as Ps. 102:26; Is. 34:4; 
meOy Watt. o105 24°35; 2 Peter 3:10; 
Rey. 21:1. Obviously, the term heaven 
refers to the firmament above us, not 
to the eternal abode of the blessed. 
Question: Is it right to swear 

in court that one will tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth and then by evasive yes- 
and-no answers cover some of the 
truth relevant to the case? 


Answer: When a man gives an oath 
in court or elsewhere, he calls God for 
a record upon his soul (2 Cor. 1:23); 
he offers his soul as a pledge and surety 
of truthfulness; he takes a mortgage 
on his soul, asking God to punish him 
in his soul if he knowingly and _ will- 
fully withholds the truth or lies. 

That makes an oath a most, serious 
matter. We must remain truthful at 
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hat’s the 
ANSWER? 


® Forever — meaning? 


@® Evasive answers — under oath? 
® Marriage relationship — after divorce? 


“Search” — command or assertion? 


all times, not from fear of punishment, 
but from love to God. 

We have no knowledge that evasive 
yes-Or-no answers are ever permitted 
in any court, as you seem to suggest. 
A sincere child of God will not resort 
to mental reservation, equivocation, or 
any other device or trick to protect him- 
self or a friend, but will let his “com- 
munication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay” 
(Matt. 5:37). An oath is an appeal 
to God (“so help me God’) to grant 
us courage and ability to tell the full 


truth as it is demanded. 
Te Question: Is it right for me 
to be living with my former 
husband, whom I divorced years ago? 
My parents object to my remarriage 
to him, and so we are just living to- 
gether for our children’s sake. Would 
I be permitted to go to Holy Com- 
munion? 


Answer: Whether you originally had 
the Scriptural right to divorce your hus- 
band is a question by itself which we 
shall not now discuss. But to live with 
him in the marriage relationship without 
being legally remarried is not right. As 
Christians we are obliged to conform 
to the laws of the state, which for the 
sake of decency and good order re- 
quire legal marriage before marital 
privileges may be enjoyed. Since you 
have been living with him for a long 
time now, it should not be difficult for 
you to decide upon remarriage. 

You ought also to consider the of- 
fense you are giving. Parental objection 
should not be permitted to interfere 
with what, according to your letter, 
your conscience is telling you to do. 
Consult your pastor for advice, also 
regarding Communion attendance. 
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Question: Are Jesus’ words 
“Search the Scriptures” 
(John 5:39) a command — or a mere 
assertion, as the RSV translates them? 


Answer: In its original wording this 
phrase may with equal propriety be 
rendered “search the Scriptures” (KJV) 
or “you search the Scriptures” (RSV). 
Grammatically the verb may be under- 
stood as a command or exhortation as 
well as a statement of fact. The ques- 
tion at issue is: Was Jesus urging the 
Jews to study the Scriptures, or was He 
granting that they were in the habit of 
studying them? We cannot be sure. 

Many commentators take the former 
view, since (1) it corresponds to a 
similar appeal in Is. 34:16; (2) Christ 
stated in John 5:38 that the Jews did 
not have the Father’s Word abiding in 
them; (3) it is unlikely that Jesus rec- 
ognized the fruitless study which they 
were making of the Old Testament; 
(4) the Jews desired an earthly savior 
and king (John 6:15, 26, 27) and were 
more interested in ordinances and pre- 
cepts and the traditions of the elders 
(Matte 15:2-6:723) 1633), [hese com= 
mentators take the view that it is but 
natural to assume that Jesus was chal- 
lenging or exhorting the Jews to study 
the Scriptures honestly so that they 
might become rid of their doubts and 
prejudices and convince themselves that 
the Scriptures pointed to Him as the 
Seaaor, (is S3et Ss Oillgil, We iis 
Ani 7elo wAcise 0:43.11) Petensl alas) 

Other commentators prefer the sec- 
ond interpretation because in their opin- 
ion (1) the declarative verbs in verses 
33 and 37 demand that also the verb 
search be taken as a statement of fact; 
(2) the clause “because in them .. .” 
more obviously explains the reason why 
they searched than it explains the rea- 
son why they should search; (3) the 
“ve will not come to Me” is more in 
harmony with the statement of fact 
than with a command to study the 
Bible. In short, they say, Jesus admits 
their prolonged and eager search of the 
Scriptures and justifies their motive for 
searching, but then earnestly censures 
them for rejecting Him. (V. 40) 

One can make out a good case either 
way without violating the text. In either 
case Christ asserts that the Scriptures 
are God’s Word (v.38), that they 
testify of Him (v. 39), and that in and 
through the Scriptures we have eternal 
life (v. 40). Whether Christ commands 
the study of the Scriptures in this in- 
stance or not, salvation is brought to 
men through them. (Mark 16:16; Luke 
OO? Avelnin, “esi, Se 2) “Tin, 3s le 
| Peters 123°) Jamesiellls)) 

O. E. SOHN 
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Ontario District LWML 
Hosts 1959 Convention 


The Ontario District of the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League will be 
host to the eighth biennial convention 
of the league, July 22 and 23, lending 
a truly international flavor to the first 


convention to be held outside the 
United States. 
Charming, cosmopolitan Toronto 


will be the convention city. The name 
Toronto is of Huron Indian origin and 
signifies “place of meeting.” Guests 
will be housed in the beautiful Royal 
York Hotel, convention headquarters, 
where all sessions will be held. 

Special travel arrangements are being 
made to carry leaguers to the Ontario 


capital An attendance upwards of 
2,000 is anticipated. Approximately 
425 delegates will represent the 


37 LWML districts 
States and Canada. 

Preconvention sessions will include 
meetings of the literature and executive 
committees, July 20; the Board of 
Directors and the Christian Growth 
chairmen from the various districts, 
July 21. 

Guests attending the convention will 
be given an opportunity to see Univer- 
sity Lutheran Church near the Uni- 
versity of Toronto campus. This 
church, recently completed, received a 
$70,000 grant from the LWML in 
1956. 

The Ontario District is one of four 
in the Dominion of Canada affiliated 
with the LWML. Comprised of 39 so- 
ciety units, with 1,051 individual 


in the United 


Toronto Convention Committee. 


Mrs. Albert Pollex 
Convention Chairman 


members, it was the first Canadian 
district to organize its LWML work, 
in 1949. 

District officers are: president, Mrs. 
H. W. Mehling, Toronto; first vice-pres- 
ident, Mrs. H. Berlet, Kitchener; second 
vice-president, Mrs. K. Zorn, Dash- 
wood; corresponding secretary, Mrs. F. 
Baranski, Petersburg; recording secre- 
tary, Mrs. H. Bilger, Delhi; financial 
secretary, Mrs. J. F. Schutt, Port 
Colbourne; treasurer, Miss Olga Pauli, 
Stratford. 

Counselors are Rev. Robert L. 
Dorow, New Hamburg; Rev. Frederick 
A. Gumz, Toronto, and Rev. John 
Woelfle, Mitchell. 


LWML President Attends 
American Bible Society 
Advisory Council Meeting 


Mrs. Arthur B. Preisinger, president 
of the international LWML, was one of 
30 invited guests who attended the 40th 
annual meeting of the American Bible 
Society Advisory Council in New 
York City, Nov. 18 and 19, 1958. 

Other guests from The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod were Dr. 
John W. Behnken, President; Dr. Os- 
wald Hoffmann, Lutheran Hour 
speaker; and Dr. Adolf F. Meyer, edi- 
tor of the American Lutheran and 
chairman of the Board of Public 
Relations. 


Representatives of 55 principal 


| 
} 


church bodies meet annually to dis-4 
cuss plans for helping the ABS carry) 
on its work of encouraging a wider; 
circulation of the Holy Scriptures. 
Included in the fourfold program of! 
the ABS are the translation, publica-- 
tion, distribution, and stimulation of the: 
ever wider use of God’s Word. The} 
Society publishes the Bible “without: 
note or comment” and distributes it to) 
all people, no matter where in the world | 
they may live. 
During the 142 years of its exist-; 
ence the ABS has been instrumental in | 
distributing 500,000,000 copies of the | 
Scriptures. Working in more _ than_ 
40 countries, it has published the entire | 
Bible in 215 different languages and > 
the whole Bible or parts thereof in 
1,127 different tongues. 
The Society is supported solely by 
voluntary gifts of individuals and. 
churches of the various denominations | 
or their auxiliary societies. If each 
member of the 55 church bodies repre- | 
sented at the Advisory Council meeting — 
would contribute only 3 cents a year — | 
the price of one postal — the ABS 
could carry out projected plans to meet | 
constantly growing needs. 
Congregations and individual mem- 
bers of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
sourl Synod ranked among the top 20 in 
contributions to the ABS last year. 
In his annual Christmas greeting to_ 
Synod’s clergy Dr. Behnken expressed 
the hope that the support of this worthy 
cause will increase. M. W. 


Seated (l.—r.): Mrs. Betty Pelikan, Mrs. Lillian Weichel, Mrs. Gertrude Pollex, R 
F. A. Gumz, Mrs. Ruth Mehling, Mrs. Martha Stark, Mrs. Eleanor Brueckner. ave 


Ellen McConnell, Sister Jean Hoover, Marjorie Koerber, Lorna Gumz, Miriam And 


Standing: Mrs. Nelda Radke, Mrs. 
erson, Ethelyne Kristo, Judith Lutek. 


Our Church 


1847-1959 


) Although the Lutheran Pilgrims in 
erry County experienced many trials, 
heir undaunted candidates of theology: 
Hheo. Brohm, O. Fuerbringer, J. F. 
puenger, and others erected in these 
Mnterland hills a Lutheran college and 
feminary for training pastors and teach- 
trs, a school with an elaborate educa- 
tional program featuring coeducation. 
However, not all the Saxon immi- 
srrants settled in Perry County. Some 
tayed in St. Louis, then a thriving river 
own of some 12,000 inhabitants. Here 
hey organized what has become known 
se Old Trinity,’ and here, after the 
feath of his brother, the resourceful, 
outhful, dynamic Rey. C. F. W. Wal- 
Wher, in April 1841, became pastor. 
On September 7, 1844, Pastor Wal- 
her, with the financial support of his 
hurch, published the first number of 
Der Lutheraner (“The Lutheran”) with 
A message positively oriented to the 
Scriptures and the Lutheran Confes- 
sions. Soon this challenging church 
paper was read by truth-seeking Lu- 
herans in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and 
pther states: W. Sihler, A. A. Craemer, 
» Hattstaedt, EF. Lochner, J. H. P: 
raebner, F. Sievers, G. Schaller, E. A. 
Brauer — just to name a few — and 
before long, they joined the Saxons as 
brethren in the faith. So on April 26, 
1847, there was founded in Chicago’s 
little St. Paul’s Church, Rev. A. Selle, 
pastor, the Missouri Synod, your church 
and mine, very modest, very insignifi- 
cant, yet very consecrated and energetic 
—a little band with a big faith. 
It grew up rapidly as a challenge to 
hose who said no conservative Lu- 
theran church could thrive in a country 
1s liberal and unionistic as ours. 
1922) Dr. R. C. H. Lenski of the 
Dhio Synod wrote: “If there ever was 
1 strictly conservative Lutheran body, 
t surely is the Missouri Synod. Never- 
heless, this growth! Here is a historical 
‘act that refutes all talk trying to per- 
suade us that we must be liberal, ac- 
-ommodate ourselves to the spirit of 
he time, and the like, in order to win 
men and grow externally. The very 
ypposite is seen in the Missouri Synod.” 
‘W. Baepler, A Century of Grace, 
Aly) JOHN THEODORE MUELLER 
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Where Do 


At the beginning of a new year busi- 
ness firms pause to take inventory and 
to compute gains or losses. Our “Fa- 
ther’s business” surely should receive 
even more careful and thorough consid- 
eration. Our people should know and 
will want to know where we stand. 
This article will help the reader gain 
an idea of the blessings which God has 
graciously showered on certain phases 
of the work of our Synod. 


Home Missions 


Where do we stand in home mis- 
sions? The 1956 synodical convention 
encouraged the Board for Missions in 
North and South America to set a goal 
of 135 mission stations per year. We 
did not reach this goal. However, ac- 
cording to reports received, God 
granted us the joy of opening 60 sta- 
tions, and by the time all reports reach 
us this figure may reach a total of 80. 

In 1957 we started 100 stations. You 
will ask, Why fewer in 1958? Frankly, 
We must ascribe this to a shortage of 
men and money. The 12% cutback 
slowed things down. The shortage of 
manpower means that it takes longer 
to get pastors for new stations. 

The Board has succeeded in placing 
a resident counselor into both the vast 
South American and the Central Ameri- 
can mission fields. 


Evangelism 


Undoubtedly our congregations are 
becoming increasingly aware of reach- 
ing out to the unchurched in their com- 
munities. The 46 Preaching-Teaching- 
Reaching missions involved more than 
700 congregations during 1958. PTR 
missions, which always include special 
training of pastors and people, did much 
to make our people mission-conscious. 
They aided many to become better wit- 
nesses unto Christ. They convinced 
congregations that God has given us 
opportunities. Many congregations are 
following through by appointing an 
evangelism “planning” committee to 
keep constantly before the people this 
Christian responsibility of growing in 
grace and bearing witness to Christ. 

Synod’s Evangelism~ Department, 
which has been very active in urging 
and supervising this work, informs us 
that much still needs to be done. The 
1957 statistics reveal that 1,583 con- 
gregations (29.8% of the total number) 
reported fewer than three adult acces- 
sions. Of these, 888 reported no ac- 
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We Stand? 


By John W. Behnken 


cessions, 363 one accession, and 332 
two accessions. Every congregation 
should ask itself whether it is making 
use of its opportunities. 

The Evangelism Department also em- 
phasizes the importance of reclaiming 
those who have drifted, conserving 
those who are members, and assimilat- 
ing those who have been gained. 


Parish Education 


Synod’s Board for Parish Education 
during 1958 conducted seven regional 
educational conferences. These  in- 
volved almost all District Boards of 
Education. Most of our 32 North 
American Districts have appointed key 
men in their circuits to help provide 
service and leadership. 

All educational agencies report that 
God has granted significant increases in 
enrollments. The 1958 statistics showed 
an increase of 6,000 pupils in our Chris- 
tian day schools. The year 1957 (as yet 
we do not have the 1958 statistics) 
showed an increase of 35,000 in Sunday 
school, 25,000 in vacation Bible schools, 
and 6,000 in Bible classes. 


Foreign Missions 


Our mission in India has become the 
India Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
a self-governing church body. Of 
course, for some years to come it must 
necessarily depend on our Synod for 
subsidy. The cutback slowed down 
some of the work, yet God granted 
opportunity to open some new stations. 

In the Philippine Islands our mission- 
aries were able to open two new areas 
on Mindanao (Cotabato and Medina) 
and two in the mountains of Luzon 
(Malig and Kalinga territories). 

January 1958 marked our entry into 
Korea. 

Missionary Delmar Glock of Japan 
moved to Okinawa about January 1 to 
begin permanent work there. 

Our New Guinea missionaries opened 
a new station at Pawara and will open 
another at Kundic as soon as possible. 

Hong Kong continues to offer great 
opportunities. An outstanding event 
was the dedication of the Macao church. 


Social Welfare 


Social welfare work includes not 
only what is being done by the child 
welfare agencies and by the agencies 
caring for the aging, but also the mis- 
sion work in hospitals and other insti- 
tutions. The Southern District installed 


(Continued on page 21) 
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The Five B's 


“You know the only thing I don’t 
like about this family?” said little Bart 
at dinner one evening. 

“What’s that?” his mother asked. 

“Dad’s never home,” replied her 
seven-year-old son, “or almost never. 
He works all day and sometimes nights. 
If he does come home, he has to go 
to some old meeting.” 

“Well, now, that’s quite a compli- 
ment,” said Mother. “Is that the only 
thing you don’t like about our family?” 

“T could tell you some things I don’t 
like,” interrupted Babs. 

“One thing at a time,” said Mother. 
“Maybe there is something we could do 
about having Dad at home a little more. 
Perhaps you should speak to him, Bart.” 

And Bart did just that the next 
morning at breakfast. 

“I’m flattered that the family misses 
me,’ Dad answered, “but remember, 
I have to work to support this family. 
And it’s my duty to go to church meet- 
ings too. Just why is it so important for 
me to be home every night?” 

“Just to talk to,” said Babs. 

“And to play with,” added Billy. 

“And to be near,” said Bart. 

There the conversation ended be- 
cause Dad had to hurry off to work. 
He was both thrilled and troubled. 

“Will you be home for supper to- 
night?” Bart called after him. 

Dad almost choked on the answer. 
He didn’t dare say no, and he couldn’t 
say yes. “I'll try,” he called back. And 
they just knew he would! 

Perhaps you ought to meet the B’s. 
It’s a family much like your own. All 
their names begin with B: Betty and 
Bob, the parents; Babs, 15; Billy, 10; 
and Bart, 7. 

Many little things which happen in 
their lives have likely occurred in your 
family. The B’s make an effort to apply 
their religion to daily living. 

“Just how do we put into everyday 
practice what our pastor preaches?” is 
the way Betty puts it. 

We hope you will enjoy visiting the 
B’s from time to time. By the way, 
what are you doing in your family to be 
together more often? BiAaKe 
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Christianity and Amert 


(Bruce Publishing Co., Milwaukee, 
F. L. Neebe, 


is reviewed by Rev. 

The author of this book wrote Sepa- 
rated Brethren, which is out of print 
and is now going into another edition. 

Christianity and American Free- 
masonry is written by one who is 
presumably a member of the Roman 
Catholic Church; in fact, it has the 
approval of the archbishop of Mil- 
waukee. Quite naturally the Roman 
attitude toward Freemasonry is given 
in various chapters. But facts are 
facts, no matter who puts them out. 

The author graciously recognized 
Dr. Paul Bretscher’s review of the en- 
tire manuscript. “His suggestions and 
comments have been _ invaluable.” 
(P. vii) 

Here is a book devoted to the prob- 
lem of Freemasonry and written by a 
layman. It attacks the problem in a 
fresh and oftentimes witty way. “If 
there is one secret in Masonry, it is 
that there are no Masonic secrets.” 
(P. vii) 

Whalen’s thesis is: 

We will try to show that a person 
cannot be an intelligent Christian and 
an intelligent Mason, but we will never 
question the sincerity of anyone who 
claims to be both; we must question his 
consistency in giving allegiance to an 
exclusive religion such as Christianity 
and to the religion of naturalism propa- 
gated by the Masonic lodge. 

And he does a good job. 

On what grounds does Whalen find 
Masonry wanting? The answer: 

Masonry does not embrace the cen- 
tral Christian doctrine of the Trinity, 
the Fall, the Incarnation, the Atone- 
MSN 6 oc 
_ Most Masons who deny that Masonry 
is a religion confuse religion with the 
Christian religion. They know that 
Masonry is not Christian since if it 
were, their Jewish and Moslem breth- 
ren would object. Since it is not Chris- 


tian, they assume that it is not religion. 
(2. WAL) 


Here another guest we bring! 
Seraphs of celestial wing, 
To our fun’ral altar come, 
Waft a friend and brother home. 
Take us to Thy lodge on high. 
(P. 79) 
How? Mackey: “A Mason .. . by 
living in strict accord with his obliga- 
tions is free from sin.” (P. 78) 
The situation in Lutheran bodies may 
prove interesting and eyebrow-raising. 
Lutheran opposition to Masonry has 
been spearheaded in this country by the 
aggressive Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod and by its sister conservative 
Wisconsin Synod. Together these two 
orthodox Lutheran bodies enroll more 


than 2,500,000 Christians and no one 
may retain membership in the church 
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A Layman Finds Masonry Wanting 
| 


can Freemasonry, by William J. Whalen 


1958, xii and 195 pp., $3.75), 
Ph: DD; -Cortlands| New y. 


or approach the communion table who | 
has not renounced the lodge. Most | 
pastors in these synods are better in- | 
formed on Masonry than the average © 
32nd degree Mason. (P. 149, italics my . 
own) ) 
Whalen adds a paragraph about the — 
attitude in other Lutheran bodies: 


Every Lutheran synod in the country | 
expresses opposition to oath-bound | 
secret societies in its official statements. 
Some have undercut their positions by — 
leaving the decision as to whether a 
particular society constitutes a danger - 
to the Christian faith to the individual 
conscience. Others prefer moral per- 
suasion to excommunication of those 
who join lodges and believe they can 
best demonstrate the Christian ideal by 
keeping “Christian” Masons in the 
Church. You will even find pastors in 
the mildly liberal United Lutheran 
Church in America who have reached 
the 32nd degree or who sport the 
Shriner’s crescent. (P. 149) 

He notes that the Augustana Synod 
tolerates membership in the lodge by 
laymen but never by pastors (p. 149). 
People are bound to ask, “Why the 
double standard? If it is wrong for 
pastors, then it is wrong for members. 
If it is wrong for a pastor to take part | 
in a service to the Unitarian God, then 
it is wrong for the layman also.” 

Both the Augustana and the ALC 
testify against the sin of lodgery and. 
make the treatment of the “individual 
lodge members a matter of Seelsorge | 
(pastoral care).” (P. 150) 

Here are two significant quotations: 

The Christian knows that he cannot 
worship the Triune God on Sunday 
morning and the Grand Architect on 
lodge night. He knows he cannot par- | 
ticipate in religious worship with non- 
Christians praying to T. G. A. O. T. U. 
and still observe Christ’s command to 
ask the Father in His name. (P. 163) 

Not the Grand Architect of the Uni- 
verse but God the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit is our God. Not Hiram 
Abiff [legendary founder of Masonry] 
but Jesus Christ is our Saviour. Not by 
the mock death and resurrection of 
the Master Mason’s degree but by the 
sacrament of baptism do we become 


children of God and heirs of heaven. 
(P. 168) 


Lutherans in other synods are also 
concerned about this problem. One of 
the people attending my former parish 
handed me several copies of the Lu- 
theran Herald, and on page 860 of 
1957 1 found the following, signed by 
Arnold Johnson, Estelline, S. Dak. 
I do not know if he is a pastor or a lay-. 
man. But his remarks demand con- 
sideration since they touch on a basic 
element of inter-Lutheran discussions 
leading toward unity and union. 
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You include opinions for and against 

i¢ lodge (August 13) as if these dif- 
erences can also be justified. If a per- 
on knows what the Lutheran Church 
aches and compares it to the Masonic 
eaching, he will see that these teachings 
jire in conflict and go in different direc- 
ons. If we are firmly convinced that 
ur Church stands on Biblical authority 
lund the Scripture itself is 100 per cent 
\orrect, | cannot see how any opinion 
favoring the lodge can even be con- 
idered. [Italics my own] 

Many lodge members in our church 
o not know why we take the stand we 
0, but feel that when other denomina- 
ions condone it, that it cannot be 
oo bad. 

The lodge denies the atonement for 
in by Christ’s death on the cross, and 
e€ are not opposed to them merely to 
e stubborn, unco-operative, different, 
tc., as some may think, but because 
he spirit of the anti-Christ rules in their 
eachings. 

Back again to the question: What is 
Bible? If 1 Corinthians 10:21 is 


Word of God, the issue is clear. 


WHERE Do WE STAND? 
(Continued from page 19) 


first institutional chaplain. The Al- 
rta and British Columbia District is 
lling its first chaplain. The Oklahoma 
d the Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
stricts have requested surveys in prep- 
tion for the establishment of institu- 
nal chaplaincies. 

Other Districts and chaplaincy asso- 
tions have added more full-time 
irkers. The total number is approach- 
g 100. We have more than 500 par- 
pastors doing this work on a part- 
e basis. 


“This Is the Life” 


Synod’s television program continues 
be widely telecast. In the United 
ates, Canada, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
id Australia 300 stations are airing 
le program. 
At present our committee is investi- 
iting the possibility of expanding the 
itreach of “This Is the Life” into 
reign fields. Must we not consider 
is? The Television Department feels 
at. “we cannot keep up with the ‘pop- 
lation explosion’ by personal contacts” 
it “must use mass media.” 


Finances 


The fiscal year of Synod will not 
ose until January 31. This renders 
impossible to give definite informa- 
yn or even to predict final results 
ith any degree of accuracy. However, 
cent reports offer encouragement. 


Auxiliary Organizations 


‘The Lutheran Laymen’s League, the 
itheran Women’s Missionary League, 
1d the Walther League had a busy 
ar. These organizations contifiue to 
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emphasize leadership training and active 
support of Synod’s work. 

Space forbids furnishing details of 
other areas of Synod’s work, such as 
training of pastors and teachers, the 
missions among the blind and the deaf, 
the college and university work, the 
work of the Armed Services Commis- 
sion, the doctrinal situation, etc., etc. 

Let us thank God for every blessing 
bestowed and pray that He may gra- 
ciously continue to shower His divine 
benedictions on our Synod and its work. 


Books 


Building a Successful Marriage. By O. E. 
Sohn. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis. $ .10 each; per dozen, 
Sy PS TOO, SeKONOn 


The author of this brief but important 
tract is the editor of Der Lutheraner and 
associate editor of the WITNEss. His rich 
experience gathered during his thirty years 
in the parish ministry and his studies as 
professor of pastoral theology speak with 
emphatic brevity in this tract. Pointing to 
the purpose of marriage as God’s institu- 
tion and to the proper preparation for mar- 
riage, he cautions earnestly against mixed 
marriages. The hazards of such marriages, 
hazards for time and eternity, should 
prompt every congregation to place this 
tract into the hands of its youth. 


L. W. SPITz 


Dangerous Fathers, 
Terrible Teens. 
Abingdon 
128 pages. 


Problem Mothers, 
By Carlyle Marney. 
Press, Nashville, Tenn. 
$2.00. 


This book will be very helpful to all 
members of the family. The author does 
not treat his problems theologically, nor 
does he moralize. Marney’s book will 
serve to give understanding of the prob- 
lems which disrupt family living. It lacks 
Christian solution, however, and this is its 
weakness. The insight it gives outweighs 
its lacks. Harry G. COINER 


“These My People.” By Lillian Dickson. 
Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Mich. 121 
pages. $2.00. 


A thrilling, little-known story of the 
indigenous church that came into being 
among the aboriginal mountain people 
of Formosa during and after World 
War II. Spread by mountain people, the 
Gospel calls scores of churches into ex- 
istence in spite of persecution by Japanese 
police. When the missionaries return, they 
find dozens of churches ready to be dedi- 
cated and thousands of converts ready to 
be baptized. Lillian Dickson, a missionary 
wife, “sold out to the Lord Jesus Christ,” 
devotes herself to the spiritual and physi- 
cal welfare of aborigines, among whom 
TB is rampant. W. J. DANKER 


The Ancient Library of Qumran and 
Modern Biblical Studies. By Frank 
Moore Cross, Jr. The Haskell Lec- 
tures 1956—1957. Doubleday and 
Co., Garden City, N. Y., 1958. 196 
pages. $4.50. 


This work, from the hand of one of the 
leading students of the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
deserves highest commendation, especially 
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as an antidote to much of the “flatulent 
nonsense” (p. vit) about the scrolls now 
on the market. The final chapters on 
parallels between the scrolls and the New 
Testament are especially praiseworthy. It 
Is, with few exceptions, theologically un- 
questionable. It may be read on several 
levels and will prove highly stimulating to 
clergy and laity alike. 


Horace D. HUMMEL 


District Convention 


South Dakota 
Sept. 22—26, Sioux Falls, S. Dak. 


Secretary of Missions Herman A. 
Mayer, convention essayist, declared that 
“in the Book of Acts one can barely dis- 
tinguish between the church and missions.” 


Received into membership: 2 congre- 
gations, 15 pastors, 3 teachers. 


One new parochial school was opened. 
The first vacation Bible school for Indians 
was conducted in the District. 


The Board of Directors was authorized 
to call a full-time worker among the In- 
dians when feasible. Ten $150 scholar- 
ships shall be granted each year to students 
preparing as pastors, teachers, or dea- 
conesses. A student center is to be built 
by the District at Brookings to serve some 
300 Synodical Conference students at 
South Dakota State College. 


Convention members gave or pledged 
more than $12,000 for the District Church 
Extension Fund. CLEMENS E. Harms 


Deaths 


Louis G. BEINKE, Jan. 21, 1867, Ger- 
many, to Dec. 12, 1958, Cleveland, Ohio; 
graduated Addison teachers college, 1888; 


schools: Blue Earth, Minn.; Fairfield, 
Minn.; Fairfield Centre, Ind.; Soest, Ind.; 
Amherst, Ohio, 1910—20; Cleveland, 


Ohio, 1920—36, when he retired because 
of ill health. Survivors: sons Rev. Paul, 
Luther, and Adolph; daughters Alma 
Lawrence and Ella Koepke. Funeral: 
Dec. 15, Cleveland; interment, Lutheran 
Cemetery. 


HENRY G. GROTHMANN, March 5, 1870, 
Schaumburg, Ill., to Dec. 28, 1958, Mil- 
waukee, Wis.; son of Gustav and Alber- 
tine Vehlow Grothmann; graduated 
Addison teachers college, 1890; schools: 
Lafayette, Ind.; Trinity School, Milwau- 
kee, Wis., 1903—20; Milwaukee Lutheran 
High School, 1920—50, when he retired. 
Survivor: daughter Ruth Wickemeier. 
Funeral: Dec. 31, Milwaukee; interment, 
Graceland Cemetery. 


Aucust G. MUELLER, Nov. 25, 1887, 
Halle, Germany, to Nov. 29, 1958, Nesh- 
koro, Wis.; son of August and Amalia 
Sommers Mueller; graduated Springfield 
seminary, 1917; parishes: Camp Douglas, 
Wis.; Mt. Pleasant, Mich.; Janesville, 
Minn.; Villard, Minn.; Deerbrook and 
Summit Lake, Wis.; Arpin and Vesper, 
Wis.; Neshkoro, Wis., 1930, until the time 
of his death. Survivors: Martha Dietrich 
Mueller; sons Richard, Walter, George, 
Robert; daughters Dorothy Koester. 
Louise Wegenke, Alfrieda Stelter, Grace 
Crow. Funeral: Nov. 3, Princeton, Wis.; 
interment, Trinity Cemetery, Mecan, Wis. 
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Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Installed: WEEE Se 


Bannon, Robert O., Trinity, Port Huron, 
Mich., by Otto H. Pfotenhauer, Dec. 7. 
Bauer, Julius A. E., Mount Hope, Shelbyville, 
Mo., by A. J. Becker, Dec. 7. 

Bauer, Luther G., St. John, Britton, S. Dak., 
by R. M. Grundmeier, Dec. 14. : 

Becker, Donald V., First Immanuel, Chicago, 
Ill, by Theo. Bornemann, Nov. 16. ; 

Biggs, Donald, Epiphany, (Penn Hills) Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., by Carl B. Schlutz, Dec. 7. 

Boehnke, Arnold F., Trinity, Jefferson, Iowa, 
by H. D. Stahmer, Dec. 14. 

Boerger, John F., Trinity, Murdock, Nebr., 
by E. J. Dreyer, Dec. 14. 

Brehm, John J. C., Trinity, Cissna Park, I, 
by Wm. Schilling, Dec. 7. 

Buerger, Martin A., Our Redeemer, Florence, 
Ala., by Carl R. Kretzschmar, Dec. 14. — 
Feiertag, John W., Good Shepherd, Boise, 
Idaho, by D. W. Hinrichs, Dec. 7. 
Fox, Herbert, Kitsilano, Vancouver, B. C., 

Canada, by Pres. C. F. Baase, Dec. 14. 
Geitz, Darrel W., Cheshire Lutheran, Cheshire, 
Conn., by C. Theodore Kuehn, Dec. 7. 
Larson, Vincent, Hope, Tonasket, and_ Faith, 
Oroville, Wash., by H. A. Kriefall, Dec. 7. 
Lehenbauer, Victor H., Trinity, Beeville, and 
St. Paul, Three Rivers, Tex., by Vernon 
H. Harley, Dec. 7. 
Pickelman, Clarence A., Bethlehem, Colusa, 
Calif., by Henry C. Ebeling, Dec. 7. 
Polansky, Roger W., Bethany, Lake City, and 
St. John, Hammond, Minn., by Harold C. 
Braun, Dec. 7. 
Schmidt, Otto H., Hope, 
G. K. Schmidt, Nov. 23. 
Simon, Donald E., Christ, Milford, Mich., by 
Walter C. Gerken, Nov. 30. 


Highland, Ill., by 


Torgler, Robert, St. Matthew, Bel Air, Md., 
by W. A. Rook, Dec. 14. ; 
Vajda, Ludovit, Griffith Lutheran, Griffith, 


Ind., by J. W. Acker, Dec. 14. 
Wentzel, Karl F., St. Matthew, Meadow Grove, 
Nebr., by M. T. Duchow, Dec. 7. 


Inducted: 


Zadeik, Peter, as instructor at Concordia Col- 
legiate Institute, Bronxville, N. Y., by 
Louis Wagner, Oct. 6. 


Inducted: HIRE Ee 

Markin, Cand. Benjamin, as instructor at 
Concordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, 
N. Y., by Louis Wagner, Oct. 6 


Official Notices 


Since Rev. Marxen Dommer has accepted 
a call to Dallas, Tex., Rev. Walter J. Link, 
Aberdeen, S. Dak., is appointed Visitor of 
the Aberdeen’ Circuit.— PHitre MUvELLER, 
President, South Dakota District. 


Rev. Edward W. Albertin, Sheboygan Falls, 
Wis., has been appointed Visitor of the She- 
boygan South Circuit (No. 9) to succeed 
Rev. Carl Ladewig, who accepted a call into 
another circuit. — H. W. Baxmann, President, 
South Wisconsin District. 


Assignment of Calls 


Synod’s theological seminaries and teachers 
colleges will provide the church with the 
following number of workers to be assigned 
this year: 195 ministerial candidates; 260 min- 
isterial vicars; 141 male teacher graduates; 
128 women graduates; 254 undergraduates. 
All the women graduates of 1959 will have 
had four years of college; all three-year 
people are included among the undergradu- 
ates. As usual these figures are approximate. 


All calls and applications must be in the 
hands of the District Presidents by March 9. 
Requests received after the deadline will be 
considered only if workers are available. 


Diplomas of Vocation may be obtained 
from Concordia Publishing House; applica- 
tion blanks for vicars, women graduates, and 
undergraduates are to be requested from the 
District Presidents. 


Synod’s Handbook makes the assignment 
of these workers to their first field of service 
the responsibility of the District Presidents. 
The Board of Assignment will not honor 
a direct call or application. It will consider 
a request for a certain worker, but the final 
decision must rest with the Board of Assign- 
ment.— Water F. Licursinn, Chairman, 
Board of Assignment. 
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INFORMATION ON CONVENTION OF SYNOD 


1. Reports and Memorials. According | to 
Sec.1.25b of the Synodical Handbook, all 
matters to come before the Convention shall, 
as a rule, be presented to the President in 
writing ten weeks before the Convention. 
Accordingly, reports and memorials must be 
received on or before Wednesday, April 8, 
since Synod meets from June 17 to June 27 
at the Civic Auditorium in San Francisco, as 
announced in the last issue of the LUTHERAN 
Witness. No reports or memorials received 
after April 8 can be accepted for publication 
in Reports and Memorials. 

President Behnken suggests that all reports 
and memorials be sent in duplicate to the 
Secretary at 1145 South Barr Street, Fort 
Wayne 2, Ind., who will register and identify 
these documents and then forward them to 
the President for his official approval for 
inclusion in the printed Reports and Memo- 
rials, ‘a copy of which shall be mailed four 
weeks prior to the convention of Synod to 
each pastor and teacher of Synod and to 
each elected lay delegate.” 

The reports and memorials should be typed 
and double spaced on 81211 paper; please 
be precise and concise; affix the signature 
of the group or individual presenting a_report 
or memorial; memorials from a_ District 
should be sent to us by the District Secretary 
with his signature. 


2. Delegates. The District Secretaries have 


been asked to make available to us the names 
and addresses of the pastors and laymen who 
will represent the Districts at the convention 


meals shall be established and published © 
the Committee on Arrangements, and ¢ 
delegates and representatives shall pay t 
established rates for lodging and meals wh: 
registering prior to the opening of the ¢ 
vention.” The Committee on Arrangemer 
will furnish information on lodging in as 
sequent issue of the LuTHERAN WITNESS. 


4. Expenses. Sec. 1.77a of the Synodic 
Handbook establishes the principle that e 
penses of synodical officials shall be paid I 
Synod, that voting and advisory delegates 
the responsibility of the Districts they rep 
sent, and that boards and committees 
assume the expenses incurred by their rep 
sentatives. — W. C. BirKNnER, Secretary. 


Nominations for 
Two Associate Professorships 
Concordia Teachers College 
River Forest, Il. 


Religion 


Rev. Martin W. Brauer, S.T.M., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., by Mount Calvary, Watonga, Okla. 
Asst. Prof. Albert E. Glock, B. D., River 
Forest, Ill.: St. John, Wheaton, III. 

Rev. William J. Hassold, S.T.M., Gladwin, 
Mich.: Trinity, Bay City, Mich. 

Rev. Richard O. Hoyer, S.T.M., Franklin 
Park, Ill.: St. Luke, Chicago. 

Rev. John Lemkul, B.D., Oakland, Calif.: 
St. Paul, Chicago. 

Asst. Prof. Herbert T. Mayer, M.A., S.T.M., 
Milwaukee: Timothy, Chicago. 

Rev. Armin C. Oldsen, M.A., Fort Wayne: 
Good Shepherd, Evansville, Ind. 

Rev. Elmer H. Pittelko, Th. D., Hillside, I1.: 
Faith, Westchester, Ill. 

Asst. Prof. Frederick H. Pralle, B.A.,' River 
Forest: Our Savior, Chicago. 

Asst. Prof. Robert Preus, B.D., Ph. D., Saint 
Louis: Immanuel, Elmhurst, II. 

Asst. Prof. Henry W. Reimann, B.A., S. T. M., 
St. Louis: Bethany, Chicago. 

Asst. Prof. David S. Schuller, M.A., S. T. M., 
St. Louis: Good Shepherd, Palos Park, Jl. 


Education and Psychology 


Elmer Arnst, M.A., Melrose Park, IIll.: Saint 
Paul, Addison, Ill. 

Asst. Prof. Marvin J. Dumler, Ed.D., River 
Forest: Our Savior, Chicago. 

Asst. Prof. Arnold C. Erxleben, M. A., Seward, 
Nebr.: St. Luke, Chicago. 

Rev. Virtus Gloe, M. A., Oklahoma City, 
Okla.: Mount Calvary, Watonga, Okla. 
Asst. Prof. Harold I. Haas, B.D., Ph. D., Fort 

Wayne: Our Savior, Chicago. 

Robert P. Hinz, M. A., La Puente, Calif.: Zion, 
Brighton, Colo.; Nazareth, Milwaukee; Im- 
manuel, West Covina, Calif. 

Rev. Armin C. Oldsen, M.A., Fort Wayne: 
Good Shepherd, Evansville, Ind. 

Asst. Prof. Ralph L. Reinke, M. A., River 
Forest: Martin Luther Chapel, Merchant- 
ville, N.J.; Bethany, Chicago; Immanuel, 
Elmhurst, Ill.; Faith, Westchester, IIl.: 
Bethel, Evergreen Park, IIl.; St. John’s, 
Wright, Minn.; Zion, Chebanse, Ill. 

Asst. Prof. James O. Roberts, M.A., River 
Forest: Good Shepherd, Palos Park, Il. 
Asst. Prof. Robert V. Schnabel, Ph.D., Fort 

Wayne: St. John, Wheaton, Ill. 

Rev. Curtis C. Stephan, M.A., Bloomington 

Ind.: Good Shepherd, Evansville, Ind. ; 


Any additional correspondence regarding 
these candidates must be sent within four 
weeks of the publication of this notice to 
the undersigned. — Rev. Erwin L. Paut, Secre- 
tary, Board of Control, Concordia Teachers 
College, River Forest, Ill. 
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Call for Nominations 


The Board for Parish Education is plannin 
to appoint an associate editor of Sundé 
school materials for the preconfirmation levi 
(Junior to Senior Department lessons 
teaching helps). Congregations and individu 
als are invited to suggest names of persow 
having the necessary writing ability and tk 
educational and theological competence needé: 
for the position. Such information should E 
forwarded to the Board for Parish Educati 
by February 15, 1959.— ArrHuR L. Mun 
Executive Secretary, Board for Parish Edu 
cation, 210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Notices 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans living in ¢ 
around Jeffersonville, Ind., and the Eliza 
bethtown-Fort Knox, Ky., area, please notifi 
Rev. Watrer C. Loeser, 125 East Park PP. 
Jeffersonville, Ind. | 


The Four Corners Lutheran Parish no» 
has preaching stations in Cortez and Naturiti# 
Colo.; Moab, Blanding, and Mexican Ha 
Utah; and Page, Ariz.; and is serving Lu 
therans in Panguitch, Kanab, and St. George 
Utah. Anyone knowing of Lutherans or prog: 
pects for membership in these areas, pleas: 
write: Date ScuHuLtz, missionary at large, 10 
South Washington, Cortez, Colo. 


Patios: Changes of Address 


Bast, J. Carl, em., 2937 Florida St., N. Bi 
Albuquerque, N. Mex. 

Besalski, Robert, 300 Seabreeze Court, Apt 
B, Mobile, Ala. 

Bohlmann, Ralph A., 
Des Moines 10, Iowa 


2000 Merklin Way 


Fellbaum, Frank C., 1292 Sunset Dr., Wa 


_bash, Ind. | 
Fiene, Leonard R., 2320 Vermillion, Eas: 
Gary, Ind. 


Fox, Herbert S., 2718 W. 13th, Vancouver 8 
ae ne canes 
euchert, Lawrence, New Mill Rd. ith: 
town, L. I., N. Y a 
Kupke, Harold G., 18033 S. Glenburn, Tor. 
rance, Calif. 
Mann, H. Albert, 124 E. Klinger, Plymouth 


Ind. 
Marxhausen, Victor H., Hutchin i 
Reinheimer, Daniel D., oO. garter 


a PAOD N. J. 
cholz, John G., Box 10, i i 
e be aeee Pal: eee 
chroeder, Donald K., 31 Mi 
ee ee Milton St., 
Wildermuth, Daryl C., 
Church, 331 29th St., 
Calif. 


Teachers: 


Petersen, Fredrick J., c/o Lutheran High 
School South, 9339 Te = 

ss si Pouls See aed sson Ferry Rd., 
oberts, James O., 1111 B i i 
ree an onnie Brae, Rive 


Trinity Lutherai 
San Bernardinc 
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Letters 


Letters to this department must be 
Signed. Names will be withheld upon 
Tequest. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 


Weht Seem Unbelievable 


Where have occasionally been questions 
but Lutheran schools being able to keep 


wD 


eriment apparatus. Considering this, 
feel that it might be beneficial for other 


itherans to know our story. 


"During the past few years our school’s 
ence purchases have been limited to 
we set of textbooks per grade. Heavy 
(Pouragement was given, naturally, re- 
Wding the pupils praying for their own 
pining success and for their teacher. 
wmeographed material on scientific pat- 
[ns of thought was also brought in. 


Last week the pupils complained that 
cir eighth-grade textbook was too simple. 
» check the situation, the eighth-graders 
fre given the Stanford Achievement Test 
Science. The resulting class AVER- 
rE: 12.1— almost 4 years above the 
onal average! 


Having turned in _their eighth-grade 
ence books, the pupils are now studying 
rary readings on neuroanatomy. 


That 12.1 might seem a little unbe- 
vable, but I can sincerely assure you 
at proper procedures were followed in 
ndling the test. Previous achievement 
ores of the pupils indicate that this was 
continued improvement, and not a rare 
incidence. 


R. F. Hintz, Principal 
Our Redeemer School 
Houston, Tex. 


ew Church Rings Old Bell 


Since the dedication of the new sanc- 
ary of Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
avid City, Nebr., Nov. 23, 1958, residents 
e hearing a church bell, thought by 
any to be the first church bell ever to be 
ed in Butler County, Nebraska. 

The bell was donated to Redeemer 
ongregation by the David City Methodist 
hurch, which had acquired it from the 
arrison Methodist Church when the two 
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churches merged in 1952. Garrison, in 
turn, had received the bell from the Miller- 
ton Methodist church when the two 
churches joined forces at the turn of the 
century. 

The church bell began its Butler County 
career about 1880, when the early settlers 
organized and built a Methodist church on 
the farm of L. J. Eberly near Octavia. 
About seven years later the church was 
moved to Octavia and was finally merged 
with the Millerton Methodist Church. 

Redeemer Church accepted the bell with 
the understanding that if they dispose of 
it, they will insist on its remaining in 
Butler County, Nebraska. 

ISABELLE HOOPER HAIGHT 

David City, Nebr. 


“Indictment of Lutheran Attitude’? 


I would like to repeat a shocking, even 
tragic, indictment of a Lutheran attitude 
(I can think of no more suitable word) 
made by a minister of another denomi- 
nation. 

Last Sunday we made the long return 
trip home to Nebraska from a Christmas 
visit in eastern . As is our custom, we 
stopped along the way to attend Sunday 
school. We stopped at several Lutheran 
churches in southern —— only to be told 
that they had no adult Bible class or Sun- 
day school. One of these churches was 
new —a large modern structure. 

Finally, in desperation, we stopped at 
a Methodist church. Coincidentally a 
Methodist minister from the northern part 
of the state also visited this class the same 
day. The discussion turned to the problem 
of Sunday school attendance. This min- 
ister commented that wherever he went 
in the state he found the Lutheran in- 
fluence so strong that it was difficult to 
establish or build up adult Bible classes. 

The Lutheran “tradition,” he said, is that 
the children go to Sunday school and con- 
firmation class and upon being confirmed 
“know it all” and no longer have to attend 
Sunday school! 

Needless to say I was thankful I had 
not identified myself as a Lutheran and, 
more particularly, as a Sunday school 
teacher. 


Lincoln, Nebr. 


WALTER ERBACH 


Raymond 
Stamps for Missions, presents check for 
$4,000 to Charles E. Groerich, Assistant 


Hodges (left), 


president of 


Treasurer of Synod. President John W. 
Behnken (right) and Missions Secretary 
Herman A. Mayer look on. 


“Gather the Fragments” 


“Gather the fragments that remain” 
may well apply to used postage stamps. 
By themselves they have little or no value. 
Nevertheless, recent sales of accumulated 
used stamps netted $4,000 for the church’s 
mission program. The stamps were gath- 
ered and sorted by willing workers all 
over the country and from missionaries 
overseas. 

Commemorative, precancelled, air mail, 
special delivery, postage due, foreign 
stamps, and stamps of higher value come 
in a steady stream to Stamps for Missions. 
Common stamps (1¢—4¢) have little or 
no value at present. 

The stamps program requires no mone- 
tary outlay, only a little time and or- 
ganization to collect, sort, and forward 
the stamps. Anyone interested in organiz- 
ing a local group of women or young 
people in the church to collect used stamps 
can obtain additional information by 
writing to Stamps for Missions, 210 N. 
Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


St. Louis, Mo. H. A. MAYER 


= 


What's Your Answer? 


Grade 10 points for each question (5 for each half) answered satisfactorily. 
A mark above 50 is fair; above 70, good; 90 or above, excellent. 


GRADE 

=x 1. How much of Synod’s Home Mission budget did California receive in 1957? 
What measures are recommended for foreign fields? P. 3 

__. 2. Why do political issues concern Christians? P. 4 

3. Who was Dr. Henry Nau? What was the theme of his life? P. 5 

_____ 4, What are two results of real, personal Christian faith? IP, & 

ee 5. What did Lord Lyttleton learn from his study of Paul’s conversion? P. 8 


Why is Paul regarded the chief expounder of the Christian faith? P. 9 


a missionary? P. 14 


Who supports this work? P. 18 


Veale ba 2 


(47) 


fer * ; : ee ; : ach 
6. How do church organizations aid our foreign mission work by ‘adopting 


What is an oath? Why must we always be truthful? P. 17 
In how many languages is the Bible published by the American Bible Society? 


9. What forward step was taken recently by our mission in India? Who serves 
the new field on Okinawa? P. 19 
How many new pastors and teachers will become available to the church this 
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OUTSTANDING BOOK VALUES 


with membership * in 


Concordia Book Clu 


You Can Have Any 2 of 
the Books Shown for only 


Choose from WHEN THE LIGHTS ARE LOW — JUDAS 
LUTHER’S WORLD OF THOUGHT and 3 other highly valued 
books as your introduction to membership in the CONCORDIA 
BOOK CLUB. All books are original publisher’s edition. 


Life, however difficult, is more precious than fine gold, sweeter than 
milk and honey. But though life is sweet, the lights are often low. Often 
one feels bored and bitter — even despondent. WHEN THE LIGHTS ARE 
LOW, by Henry Rische, editor of THIS DAY magazine, will buoy up the 
spirits, make the lights shine brighter. You can have this book together 
with another of your choice for only $2.95. 

Membership in the CONCORDIA BOOK CLUB is your opportunity to 
build a library of good books. All CONCORDIA BOOK CLUB selections 
are especially chosen for their value to the Christian family. A bimonthly 
‘Previews’ bulletin describes all future selections and alternates. All you 
do is agree to buy four additional books or alternates during the next 
twelve months, and for every four additional books you accept, you will 
receive a FREE DIVIDEND BOOK. Fill out the coupon now while this 
SPECIAL 2 FOR $2.95 OFFER is in effect. We'll rush your selections to 
you immediately. 


Check the Two Books of Your Choice. Mail Your Application Today 


[.] WHEN THE LIGHTS ARE 
LOW by Henry Rische. The 
author deals with the many 
situations that crop up in 
human experience when the 
lights are low. Each chap- 
ter holds a candle, so to 
speak, to light the way. 
Lovely gift binding. List 
price: $2.50 


[) LUTHER'S WORLD OF 
THOUGHT by Heinrich Born- 
kamm, All phases of life 
felt Luther's liberating hand. 
Here portrayed are his 
thoughts in such major 
areas as history, literature, 
nature, music, politics, and 


LJ JUDAS by Anton and 
Elly Van Heurn. What made 
him do it? JUDAS is a 
fascinating Biblical novel 
which attempts to unlock the 
mystery of this disciple. List 
price: $3.75 


(J LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD 
by Allan H. Jahsmann and 
Martin Simon. Are you hay- 
ing difficulty finding the 
right material to make your 
family devotions interesting 
and vital? Here is some- 
thing really different for 
families with school-age 
boys and girls, List price: 
$3.00 


(] THE CROSS. AND THE 
COMMON MAN by Herman 
W. Gockel. The author, re- 
ligious director of  tele- 
vision’s most popular inspi- 
ratioial program, “This Is 
the Life,’ here presents a 
way to share your faith with 
nonreligious friends. List 
price: $2.00 


{] THE PSALMS FOR TODAY 
by Thomas Coates will give 
inspiration, courage, com- 
fort, and assurance to read- 
ers in every walk of life, 
This book brings a Scrip- 
tural message —a message 


that will never lose its per- <= ERS, 
above all, theology. List tinence. Gift binding. List ris 
price: $3.00 Price: $2.00 ON 
Axo 
1 shag 
CONCORDi!A BOOK CLUB eS) 
3558 S. Jefferson Avenue ose 
St. Lovis 18, Missouri 7 
* You may enroll me as a new member of the CONCORDIA BOOK CLUB. Please send 
me the TWO Books checked above for only $2.95 plus small shipping cost. Future selections is 
and alternates will be described to me in the bimonthly “Previews” bulletin, and | may decline sae 
any book simply by returning the printed form always provided. | agree to buy as few as tbas 
four additional books (or alternates) during the next twelve months; and | may resign at any a 


time thereafter. | will receive a Free Dividend Book for every four additional books | accept. 


Name = 
Address ie 
City Zone State 


[] If cash accompanies membership request, books will be sent prepaid (J Please bill me 


